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Editor’s Notes

Dennis D. Logan, Editor

Dear reader(s), this is my first effort at editing our beloved bulletin. This attempt will mostly be a continuation of and in the excellent
tradition of my venerable predecessor, Mike Moakley.
The first change you’ll notice is that it’s probably late getting to
you. Hey, I said I wasn’t no Mike Moakley already. So from now on
this is a try-monthly publication. I’ll sure try to get it out on time once
a month.
I can tell you that this job requires a good deal more time than I
thought. I figured most of it took care of itself and I just had to fill in
the blank spots with some witty prose that would be recognized by a
publishing mogul within our membership, thus propelling me into
popular literature authorship and a life of leisure rather than the nonstop service I currently enjoy. Joe already agreed to publish any book
length works I produce however he balked at the half million dollar
advance I requested. I’d a taken a quarter million dollars but he never
even went there.
So, the family is doing ok. We plan many great accomplishments
in the near future.
The presidential election is coming up. Not much to be said about
that.
Those Mensa youth are doing great things, read about that in
George’s article.
I’m pretty sure I’ll do better next time. I have some ideas. If you
have some ideas, then by all means please share them. I only have
three more hours to go in my Microsoft Publisher training so next
month’s issue should be spectacular.
Space Coast Area Mensa

3

The Present Moment

Joe Janson

I think we all, meaning all of Space Coast Area Mensa, owe our sincere
thanks to Mike Moakley for his tireless years as the Editor of SCAM.
Mike served as our editor for more than a decade, 151 issues in total;
that’s nearly 13 years. The role of Editor is, without a doubt, the most
difficult and time-consuming job that Space Coast Area Mensa has in its
monthly to-do-list. Every month that I served as Local Secretary, I received a note from Mike asking if I had a column for the next issue.
Then I would write my column and send it in. Every month Mike would
extend my deadline until I could get it done. So thank you, Mike for your
work, for your patience and for your many years of service to Space
Coast Area Mensa. I think we all never realized how fortunate we were
to have you as Editor until we had to figure out how to replace you.
Thankfully, Dennis Logan has agreed to replace Mike Moakley as Editor.
So please take my queue to welcome Dennis into his new role and let’s
all give him whatever support and cooperation he needs. In addition,
we have a new member on the ExComm, Terry Valek. Terry, will be assuming Dennis Logan’s former role as Treasurer. For those of you who
don’t know Terry, she is not new to the ExComm and has served in many
prior years. I am certain she will be an excellent Treasurer. Karen
Freiberg is your new Asst. Local Secretary. Karen has served on the ExComm for many years. George Lebovitz and I will continue in our current roles of Recording Secretary and Local Secretary, respectively.
A last point is that we still have a Member-At-Large position available on
the ExComm. I’d have to check the bylaws to see exactly what the protocol would be, but if you are interested in the Member-At-Large position on the ExComm, please contact me or any member of the ExComm
and let us know. Or, just show up at the monthly ExComm meeting held
at the home of Karen Freiberg each first Tuesday of the month. Karen’s
address can be found on the inside cover of SCAM. (Please note that the
August 2016 ExComm meeting will be held August 9th to accommodate
member schedules.)
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SCAM Gifted Youth Program

George Lebovitz

The new SCAM Gifted Youth Program is taking off like a rocket! Literally!
On July 9th almost a dozen exceptional children participated in a model
rocket build, conducted by Wynn Rostek in a facility graciously provided
by his employer, Sentry View Systems. Thanks go to his able assistants,
Zanned Rostek and Kurt Penca. And by the time you read this, the group
will have launched the rockets (scheduled for the following week) they
built!
At this time we have twenty-two young people from ages three to sixteen either actively participating or interested in our program, largely
due to our association with the Brevard Gifted and Talented Network.
Already in planning for future events is a virtual reality session using
Google cardboard viewers, a trip to either Melbourne's MakerSpace or
Fab Lab, and a project involving Arduinos.
It should be noted that none of this would be happening were it not for
the repeated and ardent urging of our former Treasurer (now, new editor of the SCAM), Dennis Logan. In meeting after meeting of the ExComm, Dennis passionately advocated for our group to actively benefit
our community and not be just a social organization. He particularly
championed for us to work with gifted and talented youth in some fashion. I finally began the initiation of creating such an effort by meeting
with the Supervisor of Gifted Students of the Brevard School Board. We
tentatively set up a collaborative effort to assist in a mentoring program
and to provide resources to K-12 gifted teachers who needed outside
expertise in various areas, beginning with the next school year.
In the meantime, SCAM Mensa parents had contacted both Joe and
Dennis asking whether we had any programs set up for their kids. Additionally, we made contacts with several other families during our participation in NerdFest. We decided that we needed to establish just such a
program and that was the formation of the SCAM Gifted Youth Program.
Our first meeting was with only four families and we laid out the direction that the group would take: rather than mentoring or tutoring, we
chose to provide stimulating activities which would broaden the experience base of these gifted children and offer them opportunities to find
new interests. By the second meeting, we had eight families and a doz(Continued on page 6)
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SCAM Gifted Youth Program

(Continued)

George Lebovitz

en kids.
We are very excited by the enthusiasm and support we are receiving
and are soliciting ideas for events or activities which would interest a
group of bright kids. If you can suggest anything, please contact me;
my contact information is on the inside front cover of the SCAM.
The Gourmet’s Guide

CRUISE

© 2016 Art Belefant

Cruises have proliferated since my last one, and they have changed considerably. It has been several years since I have been on a cruise. Rita
and I took this four-day cruise on the Carnival Victory out of Port Canaveral with some of our children who are visiting us from California. This
review is only about the food served, not the rest of our cruise experience.
Food was offered in the main dining room and in the buffet for breakfast, lunch and dinner. At various times and locations food was available
for continental breakfast, Chinese or hamburgers for lunch, pizza,
coffee, and delicatessen all day long, and snacks around midnight. We
ate only in the main dining room, never at the buffet. I cannot understand why people would stand in a long line for the buffet when the
same food items are available in the main dining room while seated and
have the food brought to them. So much food was available that I did
not have the time nor the appetite to try the other venues.
The menus in the main dining room were extensive, consisting of many
standard items plus several innovative, unusual, or foreign dishes. The
menus changed daily. The dinner main course list was more than ten
items long. I list here my selections to show what was available typically.
First night
Dinner – escargots, flat iron steak
Second day
Breakfast – lox and bagel, eggs Benedict

Lunch – beef stew
Dinner – asparagus soup, roast duck in orange sauce
(Continued on page 7)
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The Gourmet’s Guide

CRUISE Continued

© 2016 Art Belefant

Third day
Brunch – eggs Benedict with smoked salmon
Dinner - onion soup, veal parmigiana
Fourth day
Breakfast – smoked salmon omelet
Incidentally, the smoked salmon (lox) was farmed Scottish Style Atlantic
salmon from the USA. The bagels were the smaller, 3 oz size from Bagelmania, than the usual supermarket bagels, but good. They were not
freshly baked aboard as were the other breads, but were brought in frozen. Only plain was available. The eggs Benedict came with a thick slice
of Canadian bacon. The escargots, I thought, were a little light on the
garlic, but probably enough for a non-garlic eater. All the soups were
very well done.

Of course, there were many desserts and accompaniments with each
meal.
The food that I did eat was uniformly good, though I would not note it
as exceptional. The portions were large. If that wasn’t sufficient, a second or third entree, main course, or dessert could be had. The service in
the main dining room was very good, a bit slow, but who was in a hurry?

Our Regular Events:



C.A.B.A.G.E.: Food Court at the Merritt Square Mall. Every Monday
at 6pm. Host: Karen Freiberg, 633-1636.
GO!: Books-A-Million, The Avenue, Viera. Every Saturday at 1pm.
Hosted by the Space Coast Area GO Association. Contact George Lebovitz for more info: the.rokkitsci@rocketmail.com.
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GO!

GO!

GO!

GO!
GO!

SAT

2nd - Tuesday 6:00 PM

EXCOMM MEETING

This is our monthly business meeting. See back page for location.

6th - Friday 5:30 PM

FIRST FRIDAY AT HOOTERS SIG

Come join us for drinks, open discussion and food (latter two optional) at the
Melbourne Hooter’s, 877 S. Babcock Street. Hosted by: Dennis Logan, 5017547.
27th - Saturday

5:45 PM

S.N.O.R.T.

Join us for some Japanese cuisine at The SCAM’s best attended event at our
new venue, Hioki’s, 3200 NE Dixie Hwy. (US 1) in Palm Bay. It is about 2 miles
south of US 192. Contact: George, 474-4075 for details.

Our Regular Events:



C.A.B.A.G.E.: Food Court at the Merritt Square Mall. Every Monday at 6pm. Host: Karen Freiberg, 633-1636.
GO!: Books-A-Million, The Avenue, Viera. Every Saturday at 1pm.
Hosted by the Space Coast Area GO Association. Contact George
Lebovitz for more info: the.rokkitsci@rocketmail.com.

Calendar Updates

ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Every effort is made to bring to you an accurate up-to-date Calendar of Events.
However, last minute changes can and do occur past newsletter deadline. For up
-to-date info, visit spacecoast.us.mensa.org and click on “Calendar”. Not to
mention this is my first time doing this and I don’t know everything I need to.
Seriously, you should double check anything you think should be going on. It
probably is. —Editor

Space Coast Area Mensa
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Membership Notes for August 2016
Welcome to SCAM and Mensa

Ayden Pope

Sophia G. Goodwin

August Birthday Greetings
Cypryan T Klish II
Ronald Gaynor
Emmalyn Smith
William A Lamoureux
Shirley Thomas Jones
Dr Michael Art Greene

11-Aug
13-Aug
13-Aug
15-Aug
22-Aug
30-Aug

Mensa Testing
August 20th at Central Brevard Library, 308 Forrest Ave., Cocoa. Please arrive
by 9:45 am, as testing begins at 10 am. $40 fee and photo ID required. Reservations encouraged but not required. Candidates must be age 14 or older.
Prospective Candidates should contact Hank Rhodes mensatest@cfl.rr.com.

The “Fine Print” for Calendar Events:
Membership in American Mensa, Ltd. makes you eligible to attend SCAM social
functions. Escorted and invited guests of a member or host are welcome. Adult
family members of Mensans are encouraged to participate in SCAM activities, as
are well behaved children. However, attendance at any social function in a
private home is subject to the hospitalit y of the host. Compliance with
published house rules is required, and “Kitty” payment is not optional. As a
courtesy, notify the host if you plan to attend. Announced hosts should attend
their events or arrange for a stand-in if unable. When reservations are required,
you may not be able to participate if you fail to call.
S-Smoking; NS- No Smoking; SS-Separate Smoking Area; P-Pets in the
home; NP-No Pet s present ; BYO_-Bring Your Own: _Snacks, _Drinks,
_Everything.
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Puzzles

TC Shaw

#66
He had a little party
That got slightly out of hand
The old folks and the youngsters drank
Until they couldn’t stand
U S agents it was rumored
Infiltrated deep inside
And gave the cocktails they were drinking
Just a hint of CIAnide
#67
A refrigerator made in heaven
Packed with steaks and chops galore
That can magically refill itself
Without going to the store
And if he wanted burger
Or had a need to super size
He would just decide to let his guests provide
All except the drink and fries
#68
He imagined driving on a beam
Checking on a theory
Making his contemporaries
Just a little leery
Not only did he loose his car
And all that he had in it
He found while many days had passed

He hadn’t aged a minute
(Continued on page 14)
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In Memoriam Gary Tower

Dennis D. Logan

Gary Tower showed up on first Friday at Hooter’s of Melbourne
where I controversially host a Space Coast Area Mensa Special Interest
Group. I liked Gary from the first meeting. I liked him very much.
Like many of us with a lot of years in our bags, Gary’s physical appearance betrayed a youthful spirit. He claimed to be a Wiccan but I
think he just liked running around in the woods naked. I understand
that. He had silver hair, pink cheeks, and a green marijuana leaf
tattooed on his shoulder.
Gary suffered from a marked auditory challenge. That being he
couldn’t hear worth a darn. Add to that the abysmal acoustics at our
local Hooter’s, the din of iniquity I like to call it, and we rarely communicated effectively. I believe Gary guessed at my responses as I attempted
to find a context for his. Being the undying optimist that he was, if not
human being, he assumed the best about me and my responses rather
than being burdened with the truth. Disabilities aren't always a bad
thing. Undoubtedly that explains why we enjoyed each other’s company
as we did. And why he kept coming back. Most people that could hear
what I was saying quickly found more important things to do with their
Friday evenings.
We became friendly with several of the young ladies that served us
our libations. I would always order a ’Big Daddy’ Miller Lite and Gary
generally ordered O'Doul's. I guess he had had enough alcohol earlier in
life. After a while the young ladies would bring our drinks without asking
and greet us by name. They liked us although they had no idea what
Mensa was all about and Gary and I offered no clues. No one would
guess we represented Space Coast Area Mensa so any worries about the
group’s reputation should be silenced.
We watched supportively as our favorite server, Tara, went from
recent High School graduate to bikini model back to Hooter’s server.
She finally went on to become a bank teller, last I heard.
Gary helped me try to prank another young lady, Gabriella, after she
brought me a mug with a chip in the rim. I spotted the chip and thought
I was due a new beer since I didn’t know where the chip was and I kind
of wanted to make sure it wasn’t in the mug. I also thought it would be
really funny to squirt a bunch of catchup on my face and tell the nearest
12
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In Memoriam Gary Tower

Dennis D. Logan

(Continued from page 12)

waitress I cut my lip on the savage death machine she called a mug.
The somewhat naïve server ran off to fetch the manager in a panic.
They aren’t paid to be bright, just radiant. Gabriella, a young lady
somewhat more grounded than the average employee at Hooter’s
saw me slather the catchup on my face and knew what I was up to.
By the time the manager arrived I had been given extra napkins and
a new beer.
We went through the entire pregnancy and return of Brittney.
Her daughter will be in kindergarten this year.
I guess what drew me most to Gary was the thought that God
willing I would be a lot like him in the near future. He was
thoughtful, never forgot a birthday, often took the opportunity to
bring me something. His health continued to fail a couple of years
ago. I visited him once in a nursing home. The staff was not at all
pleased with him because he called 911 from the nursing home. I
reckon they considered that a bit awkward. Gary was just that kind
of guy. He died a year ago this month. See you on the flip side, buddy.

Space Coast Area Mensa
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Puzzles

(Continued)

(Continued from page 11)

#69
History buffs came to realize
Just how well he could proselytize
His flag of faith has since unfurled
Through Europe and the Western World
#70
He made a claim of solitude
Like his partner wasn’t fit
To share the fame and get the use
Of his werewolf offing kit
#71
Almost a moron
They knew through litigation
Mel knew he had talent
And all the dedication
#72
Moderation was one reason
That she was almost caught
B&E and vandalism and
Lying where she shouldn’t ought

#73
He was always with his buddies
He never left the hood
With the robbin’ and the stealin’
Still some said that he was good
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TC Shaw

Minutes: First July, 2016 ExComm

George Lebovitz, RecSec

The ExComm met at the home of Karen Freiberg at 876 Buxmont Ct., Rockledge, FL 32955, on Tuesday, June 12th 2016, called to order by LocSec Joe Janson at 6:24 pm.
Members Present: Joe Janson, Karen Freiberg, and George Lebovitz.
Guest: Terry (Val) Valek.
Officer/Committee Reports (details may be found in the footnotes):
Treasurer’s report: Not available at the time of the meeting.
Testing: Not available at the time of the meeting.
The minutes of the June, 2016 meeting as published in the SCAM were approved.
The ExComm members were thanked for their service and the ExComm was
dissolved.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:26 pm.

Minutes: Second July, 2016 ExComm

George Lebovitz, RecSec

The meeting was called to order by former LocSec Joe Janson at 6:27 pm.
Members Present: Joe Janson, Karen Freiberg, Terry (Val) Valek, and George
Lebovitz.
The newly elected ExComm members accepted positions as follows:
LocSec: Joe Janson, Asst LocSec: Karen Freiberg, Treasurer: Val Valek, Secretary: George Lebovitz
Dennis Logan was confirmed as the new editor of the SCAM, George Patterson
was re-confirmed as Chairman of the Membership Committee, and Hank
Rhodes re-confirmed as Testing Coordinator.
A huge expression of gratitude was directed to Mike Moakley for his many
years of service as Editor of the SCAM.
The proposed new bylaws submitted to National required additional minor
changes and were again resubmitted for final review.
Joe will submit the information on the new Excomm and committee members
to national.
Red Ginger events have been suspended until interesting speakers can be obtained. It will become an ad hoc rather than a regularly scheduled event.
The next meeting was set for Tuesday, August 9th 2016 at 6:00 pm in the home
of Karen Freiberg
Space Coast Area Mensa
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The SCAM logo designed by Keith Proud
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