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Dennis Logan

The Last Minute

NOTE: At the time of publication, minutes from the February ExComm meeting were not available. They will be published in the April issue.

Minutes of the February 2014 SCAM Hooters SIG

S

CAM First Friday at Hooter’s SIG met Friday February 7th at Hooter’s as
one might expect. In a endance were regular members, Joe Janson
and Dennis Logan, first me Mensa visitor Isabel Garre and our guest
speaker Dena Hall. Dena teaches me Yoga and had plans to be at Hooter’s
anyway so she joined us with a friend. So, she was a guest and she did
speak but not in a formal way with a podium and whatnot. Gary Tower, my
old buddy and a founding member of the SIG, did not a end and I expect he
must be on a cruise or something.
I’ve done a lot of stupid things in my life. So many, my wife and I call
our personal enterprises the “Font of Stupid Ideas.” The chronicles of those
misadventures be er suit themselves to volumes of tear stained ssues on
a therapist’s floor than the limited space of a monthly newsle er. Instead I
shall share the smart things I have done in life. A half a page should do it.
One of the smartest things I’ve done in the past few years started out
as a way to get out of the house once in a while. Organizing the monthly
mee ng at Hooter’s succeeded beyond my dreams. I’ve met some really
interes ng people passing through and made some really good and interes ng friends. My buddy Gary that I men oned earlier is one. He is just a
character in every sense of the word. My buddy Joe is a renaissance man
who dabbles in many varied endeavors. Unlike me he usually succeeds. And again at this month’s mee ng, Isabel Garre joined us and she
is a hoot and a half. I hope she comes back I really enjoyed listening to her
stories.
Isabel is fairly new to our area. She comes from New York. Isaac Asimov belonged to the same Mensa Chapter and demanded hugs from all the
ladies, she said. She also said she met her husband and soul mate at Mensa
events. Not on the same night. Not the same man. She was the principle
game designer at Parker Bros. She currently focuses much a en on on the
Vero Beach Theater guild. I could sit and listen to her for many more
hours.
I know there are many, many, more interes ng people out there
among the membership. You should know that you will be welcome at the
Hooter’s SIG or if you want to schedule your own event at a more universally acceptable venue then I encourage you to do so. We on the Execu ve
(Continued on page 15)
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I

a ended the Central Florida Mensa “It’s All Sun ‘n’ Games” RG over
Mar n Luther King Jr. Day weekend, and it was one of the best, if not the
best, regional gatherings I’ve been to in Florida over the past ten years. Kudos
to Debbie Freeland, David Fleming, and all their team for pu ng together a
great event. They’re already working on next year’s RG, which will be held at
the same great hotel near SeaWorld. In the mean me, many of the Tampa Bay
Mensa RG team were inspired by Central Florida’s gathering, and are working to
assemble an equally fine event for “MaRGaritaville” over Memorial Day weekend. If you missed CFM’s event, try to make it to Oldsmar in May.
Gatherings are one of the most obvious social aspects of Mensa. There are
in fact many social opportuni es in Mensa, depending on your local group. But
while many long- me members consider social events the most important mission of Mensa, this seems to be less and less of a value for many of our members. As social media takes on more emphasis, a smaller percentage of our
membership par cipate in the face-to-face events posted in the local group calendars and social media.
Is Mensa primarily a social club anymore?

Consider: The Cons tu on of Mensa has, since 1982, listed three main purposes.
1. Iden fy and foster human intelligence for the benefit of humanity.
2. Encourage research in the nature, characteris cs and uses of intelligence.
3. Provide a s mula ng intellectual and social environment for members.
Social interac on is the third item, not the first or second. It seems as
though we spend more me addressing this than the first two, and yet a 20%
member par cipa on level is considered wildly successful.
I acknowledge that my purpose in joining Mensa back in 1989 was to join a
social community a er I’d moved to a new city where I didn’t know anyone, and
I knew I could belong here in Mensa. And I s ll feel that way. Par cipa ng in,
or even just listening in on the sidelines to the sorts of free-wheeling conversaons I find during Gatherings are some of the high points of my year. But what
about the other 80% of you? What do you get out of Mensa? What do you find
valuable enough to renew, some of you for decades, even when you don’t come
to events?
Certainly we achieve the first purpose through our tes ng programs. (An
aside: Please tell your friends to take the test during March – your chapters will
receive an extra $10 per prospect tes ng through the end of the month!) Our
(Continued on page 17)

All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publica on. Please allow extra me for mailed submissions, which may be typed or
legibly handwri en. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e‐mail. They may be
in e‐mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact informa on appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector

H

Mike Moakley, Editor

appy Saint Pa y’s Day to all. Just as a reminder, if you have not

yet paid your dues, now would be a good me to do so. Our membership year ends on March 31st. One convenient way to accomplish this is to
go to Na onal’s website, log in, then go to “Renew My Membership”. Just
follow the prompts; it’s just that easy.

On to other business, I would call your a en on to our cover photo on
this month’s issue. As well as making for an a rac ve cover, this is also the
photo that should have accompanied Art Belefant’s ar cle, “Oden”. I had
forgo en to include the photo last month, for which I apologize to Art. If
you did not read Art’s ar cle, you can either pick up last month’s issue or
you can go to SCAM’s website, choose “Newsle er” and click on “Feb
2014”. It is well worth the read. This month features Art Belefant’s ar cle
on Goat.
SCAM’s website also lists our calendar of events; it is a good idea to
check it periodically for any new events that did not make it on these pages
as well as any changes or cancella ons in the listed events. It is also a good
idea (if you have not already done so) to include yourself on SCAM’s e-mail
list. Send a message to George Pa erson and he will add you to our list.
Un l next month,
Mike

The SCAM sells classified ad space.

SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we oﬀer
discounts for mul ple inser ons, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscrip ons: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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TC Shaw

cien sts have learned to bend light waves around objects that they call

'cloaking' to make things invisible to the human eye. So far it has only been
performed on small objects and with limited success but, in the not so distant
future, as cloaking abili es improve to the point where human sized objects, or
even larger, can be cloaked—Well! It might very well become as popular as
Sunday morning hangovers or toilet seat STD excuses.
Then, some things are sure to change or simply become old history as ordinary people are able to purchase the equipment to hide at will.

For instance, incognito groping might become popular un l women learn
to carry rat traps in the right places.
Some games are sure to become obscure as quickly as if they were cloaked.
Can you just imagine children playing Hide and Seek or Tag? The ''It' child
would go crazy stumbling around reaching for the li le jerk who has learned to
blow luggies through his cloak or the rug-rat who is bent on 'tagging' him with
his baseball bat. Now what fun would that be?
And, any person at your A.A. mee ng could stand right next to you and you
wouldn't know it unless they had B.O. extreme or halitosis bad enough to give
you skin rash. Sure! You could put flour all over the floor and check for footprints or smoke up the room and look for empty spaces like in the old 'Invisible
Man' show.
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Con nued

(Continued from page 14)

“I remember when I was 21 in England. It was tea me and bread was served. I
was too embarrassed to admit that I had never bu ered it. I tried. It wasn’t
hard.”
He would speak about numbers as the only true existence and muse about
the perfect death. He thought the perfect death should occur in a lecture,
when he had just finished presen ng a proof and a cantankerous member of
the audience would raise his hand to ask, “What about the general case?” In
response, Erdos would reply, “I think I’ll leave that to the next genera on, “ and
fall over dead.
On his ‘March to the Music of the Spheres’, no one has yet come around to
being quite so prolific a mathema cian and quite so zany in his personal life.
References:
1.

Hoﬀman, Paul (1998). The Man Who Loved Only Numbers : The Story of
Paul Erdos and the Search for Mathema cal Truth. London: Fourth Estate
Ltd. ISBN 1-85702-811-2.

2.

Schechter, Bruce (2000). My Brain is Open: The Mathema cal Journeys of
Paul Erdos. New York: Simon & Schuster.

But, there must be many ways that cloaking could be much more beneficial
to mankind.
Well then, just a bit more on the prac cal side, you could hide when your
in-laws come to visit and learn
exactly what they think of you. (Is that worthless bum hiding from us or
naked in his neighbor's bathroom again?) Temper now, and remember, a boot
out of nowhere at this me might land you in a place where invisibility will only
give Bubba more pleasure.
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Con nued

And, a li le dbit that might prove very helpful, you could hide your drunken husband's car and riding lawn mower thus allowing him to only get a Drunk
and Obscene in Public cita on instead of a D.U.I. which might drive your insurance rates sky-high unless he divorces you and marries Bubba.

(Continued from page 18)

The possibili es are endless. You might even want to try your hand at robbing banks or castra ng poli cians.

I get feedback from our social members frequently, since I o en encounter
you at events. But how about the rest of you? What do you get out of Mensa?
Write to me at rvc10@us.mensa.org and let me know!

You could become infamous overnight or rock-star famous. Can you imagine your police sketch on Post Oﬃce walls as one of the F.B.I.'s ten most want-

Scholarship programs also help with this goal. And the Mensa Founda on
works to accomplish the second goal through its programs and publica ons,
such as the Mensa Research Journal and the (mostly) annual Colloquium.

Thomas George Thomas

(Continued on page 6)
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The Gourmet’s Guide

SCAM Treasurer’s Report

Jan 31,
2014

Account
General Fund

Balance
$461.34

RG Fund

533.24

Reserve Fund

1208.26

Total Funds Available:

$2202.84

General Fund
Beginning Balance

$505.28

Mensa Funding

168.75

Newsle er Prin ng

167.69

Postage (Annual Fee)

220.00

Misc. (Maintenance Fee)
Transfer from Reserve
Ending Balance

25.00
200.00
$461.34

RG Fund
Beginning Balance

$533.24

Ending Balance

$533.24

Reserve Fund
Beginning Balance
Interest

$1408.20
0.06

Transfer to General Fund
Ending Balance

200.00
$1208.26

Post Oﬃce Account
Beginning Balance

$100.38

Postage Costs

55.09

Ending Balance

$45.29

N

G

© 2014 Art Belefant

early all of the animals that we eat are either bipeds or quadrupeds.

The bipeds are mostly birds, principally chickens and turkeys. Game birds
and more exo c birds are also eaten. In Africa and South America, monkeys
form part of what is called jungle meat. Australians are known to eat kangaroos.

Among the quadrupeds, ca le, swine, and sheep predominate in the American diet. Also horse, turtles, alligators, deer, bison, and goats are eaten. It is
about goat meat that this ar cle is wri en.
According to some Wikipedia ar cles, goat meat is the most widely consumed meat in the world. That may be so, but I have yet to see it in the meat
counters of Publix, Winn-Dixie, or Wal-Mart. I did see it, however, in the meat
counter of Bravo, a supermarket specializing in a La n-American clientele.
Although goat can be purchased in all the familiar primary cuts of lamb, i.e.
leg, loin, or rack, Bravo had cubes only, from Australia. Not having eaten goat
before, I purchased a package to try.
As the goat meat was already cut into approximately one-inch cubes with
many bones, I was limited in my prepara on methods to stew.
Any recipe for lamb will do for goat. Recipes from around the world usually
include one or more informing spice, herb, or seasoning such as curry, soy
sauce, cinnamon, or cardamom. As I wanted to taste the goat, not the sauce, I
used the simplest and plainest stew recipe for my prepara on.
Goat meat
Oil, olive, saﬄower, or any other
Onion, sliced
Garlic, chopped
Bay leaf
Celery
Salt
Stock or water
The amounts of each ingredient I leave to your taste. Brown the goat
meat in oil. Remove from the pan and set aside. Brown the onion and garlic
in the oil and fat in the pan. Return the goat meat to the pan along with
the rest of the ingredients. Cook, covered, over a low heat for at least an
hour and a half. Add water or stock as required. Serve with rice or pasta.
How did it taste? Like lamb used to taste. Nowadays, lamb, beef, and other
foods have lost their flavors because of over processing, trea ng and selec ve
growing for transportability. This tasted like lamb used to taste. If you don’t like
lamb, you won’t like goat. If you do like lamb, goat is for you (at less than half
the price).
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(Continued from page 4)

ed. (Have you seen this invisible person? Call our Hotline at‐‐‐‐‐)
Or others oﬀering their life savings for doing what they have always
dreamed of doing.
(If you are the person who just hammered the dog pooh out of my husband,
please call‐‐‐to collect your reward.)
Maybe par al cloaking will become a reality. We men might be able to
hide those unsightly love handles, beer bellies and inferior inherited traits
thereby allowing a brief moment of intrigue to creep into our dismal lives.

Con nued

The Last Minute
(Continued from page 19)

Commi ee have renewed our commitment to bringing the Mensa community together but due to the geography of our county it is diﬃcult to find a
loca on easily accessible to everyone. We’re working on it though and really want your help and input. In fact you should consider running for a place
on the Execu ve Commi ee. Please! Just contact anyone of the oﬃcers,
the info is on the front page.

It could also eliminate those expensive gym fees and feigned workouts.
The women could hide a por on of those badonka donk backsides. Though, as
of yet, there is no solu on to the profuse swea ng and agonized puﬃng that
goes with tugging those semi-sized backsides around.
And for those many many tries at par al cloaking, there are endless possibili es for new and improved versions of the old, past, feeble a empts at disguising or hiding in public.
Like! Did Dracula actually think he was hiding when he pulled his cape or
cloak over his face while hiding all but his evil penetra ng eyes.
Or Zorro's silly li le disguise! Who did he think he was fooling?
I recognized him even before the show ended and just before he revealed
himself. Ha!
Then the Batman, he did hide fairly well. I couldn't tell which Batman he
was unless it was Adam West.
Now Superman? He was the best. Those glasses were really great!
Oh, but this guy! Wow! How lame can one par ally cloaked hero possibly
be? But, with the proper cloak he would have the bad guys swea ng silver bullets even though I think the sidekick, who invariably gets bonked on the head
every me he goes to town, needs it even more.
“Soooo, Can you see me now? Can you see me now?”
“No, No, Kemo Sabe! Me no see head. And horse, he no see head too.”
“Okay, let's mount up.
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Dennis Logan
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pon reviewing the proposed by‐laws for Space Coast Area Mensa

someone no ced the absence of a stated purpose. Ar cle I, tled ‘Name
and Purpose’ clearly states our name and even how to abbreviate it but not
what it is for, nothing about what we’re about. I may just be whizzing in the
wind but I think we should have a purpose, a mission statement. Something to
measure whether we’re doing anything of any value or will everyone’s resumes
remain intact should we go away.
To that end, I am asking for your input as to our stated purpose. Our fellow member Joe Janson, has suggested “Provide an environment for social interac on and intellectual discourse among Space Coast Area Mensa members.” I prefer some lo y pla tudes about serving the masses with our gi ed
selves. Then again, I am long on talk and short on ac on. We are SPACE COAST
Area Mensa. We’ve got Rocket Scien sts and stuﬀ. Obviously I fall into the
‘and stuﬀ’ category but you guys are out there and this is your organizaon. What should we be about?
Please send sugges ons to treasurer@scam.us.mensa.org

Hi yo‐‐‐yo‐‐‐yooo,‐‐‐‐‐‐‐easy, eeeeeasy there big fella‐‐‐‐Whoa! Whoa!‐‐‐‐‐
Dammit! I said whoooooa!”
TC
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(Continued from page 13)

self, while immediate collaborators could claim an Erdos number of ‘1’, their
collaborators would have an Erdos number of ‘2’ , and so on. Approximately
200,000 mathema cians have an assigned Erdos number. Due to collabora ons
with mathema cians, many scien sts in fields such as physics, engineering,
biology and economics have an Erdos number as well.
His colleague, Alfred Renyi (ALSO born in March!) said, “A mathema cian
is a machine for turning coﬀee into theorems”. Erdos demonstrated that by
drinking huge amounts of coﬀee throughout his life. He consumed copious
amounts of amphetamines, despite the concerns expressed by his friends. A t
one me, he discon nued their use but then resumed their use. He defended
his return to the drugs by saying , “ Before when I looked at a piece of blank
paper, my mind was filled with ideas. Without their use, now all I see is a blank
piece of paper.”
He had his own idiosyncra c vocabulary. Children were referred to as
“epsilons” (an arbitrarily small posi ve quan ty), women were “bosses”, men
were “slaves”, people who stopped doing mathema cs had “died’, people who
physically had died had “le ”, music except for classical style was “noise”, people married were “captured” and divorced were “liberated”. Although an atheist, he spoke of “The Book”, an imaginary book in which God had wri en down
the best and most elegant proofs for mathema cal theorems. He once said,
“You don’t have to believe in God, but you should believe in The Book” . (I am
not sure how one could do that mental gymnas c). He o en accused God of
hiding his socks and Hungarian passports, and of keeping the most elegant
mathema cal proofs to himself (How you do that if you are an atheist I do not
know . I guess he was a mathema cian, not a logician).

Kennedy Space Center—Overnight Youth Event

G

et ready for a night of exploration when you camp out on an

Overnight Adventure at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.
Come face-to-face with an actual NASA astronaut, experience a largerthan-life 3-D IMAX® film and solve the Great Rocket Scavenger Hunt,
led by our Overnight Adventure instructor team.
April 5 - 6 2014.
Check-in: April 5 at 4:15 pm at parking lot 4
Operating hours: 4:30 pm - 9 am the following morning.
Program includes dinner, snack and continental breakfast.
Ages 7 - 14.
$112 per person.
Parents are welcome to register as well.
Please register with Gifted Youth Coordinator Christina Westerberg and
make your payment via pay pal to: cw@giftedyouth.net

Sincerely,
Christina Westerberg
Gifted Youth Coordinator
Central Florida Mensa

cw@giftedyouth.net

Most of the belongings of Erdos would fit into two suitcases, which was
helpful as most of his life was spent as a vagabond that travelled between conferences and homes of colleagues all over the world. He would show up at
someone’s doorstep and announce, “My brain is open”, meaning he was ready
to pursue mathema cs. He would stay long enough to collaborate on a few
papers before moving on a few days later. Usually, asking his current collaborator about whom he should next visit.
The stories by friends of Erdos and his strange and quirky life are numerous. They would fill a book by themselves and s ll there would be more to discover. He o en had some interes ng responses to ques ons put to him about
his baﬄing behavior and inability to perform the simplest tasks in life. “ I can
make excellent cold cereal, and I can probably boil an egg, but I’ve never tried.”

A Mensan in the family?

A

re you the Mensan in your family? Or, is your spouse, child, parent
or sibling the Mensan in your household? Are two or more (maybe
all) in your household Mensans? If any of these apply, The SCAM is solici ng an ar cle from you. All members of SCAM or family members are
invited to respond. What are your impressions and experiences?

(Continued on page 17)
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Stacy Strickland

he month of March has a plethora of mathema cian birthdays. They

include the well known Albert Einstein (of 3.14 Pi Day fame…. Of which I
wrote an ar cle on last year), as well as the lesser well known same birthday
of Waclaw Sierpinski. There is the famous Rene Descartes (3.31, of analy c
geometry and more), Jean Joseph Fourier (3.21), and Georg Cantor (3.3, driven
mad from his study of calcula ng infini es). There was the brilliant and persecuted Emmy Noether (3.23, whose mathema cs helped Einstein and are used
today in a wealth of scien fic endeavors) as well as Simon Newcomb (3.12, a
brilliant autodidact but somewhat of a curmudgeon). There was also Howard
Aiken (3.8, who developed the Mark I-IV calculators and was a re red Naval
Oﬃcer like me and lived in Florida like me).
However, if we are going to talk about real eccentrics in the month of
madness, I would like to consider the Hungarian mathema cian, Paul Erdos
(pronounced ‘er-dish’, according to some Hungarian friends). He gave meaning to the words ‘collabora on’ and ‘ connec on’. Not to men on the cartoon
image of goofy and disheveled genius.

Paul Erdos was born in Budapest on March 26, 1913. His two siblings died
before he was born, and his two parents (both high school mathema cs teach‐
ers) doted on him as the only child. They knew they had a special son when at
the age of four, he could calculate in his head how many seconds a person
had lived, given their age (sounds like a computer algorithm a young Mensan
would devise today). He earned a doctorate in mathema cs at the age of 21.
A er receiving a posi on at Princeton University in 1938, he developed a habit
of traveling from one world-wide university campus to another (as well as
friend’s house to friend’s house.. some me uninvited). During his life me, he
received at least fi een honorary doctorates and was a member of scien fic
academies in eight countries. He had a heart a ack and died September 20,
1996 at the age of 83, while at a conference in Warsaw. He suggested that his
epitaph read: “I’ve finally stopped ge ng dumber”. He never married and had
no children. His life was documented in the film, N Is a Number: A Portrait of
Paul Erdos. I recommend the book, The Man Who Loved Only Numbers (1998),
for an interes ng and detailed retelling of his life.
Erdos was one of the most prolific publishers of papers on mathema cal
history, comparable to Leonhard Euler. Erdos wrote around 1,520 mathema cal ar cles in his life me, many with collaborators. Because of this, friends
created the’ Erdos number’ as a tribute. It describes a person’s degree of separa on from Erdos himself, based on collabora on with him or with another
who has their own Erdos number. Erdos was assigned the number ‘0’ for him(Continued on page 14)
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Salvatore Carlson

W

B

!

1st
2nd
5th
5th
5th
8th
11th
13th

B

G

Kathryn Mendoza
Joseph Smith
David Terry
Stephen Schneider
Lennis Bearden
R Gabriel Shih
Dennis Schindler
Gary Sizemore

olks, I’ll keep it short this month. First oﬀ, I want to thank the members

Secondly, I’d like to thank everyone that signed up for the SCAM event
email list. This month there were several last minute events that didn’t make
the newsle er but did make the SCAM event email list, including a visit to an
Art Exhibit.

Isabel Garre
Richard Ward

M

Wynn A. Rostek, LocSec

of the NomElComm: Joe Smith (321) 259-4966, Joanne Brown (204) 4226299, and Lee McLamb (321) 446-6812. If you are interested in running for the
ExComm, either one of the elected posi ons, or one of our appointed posi ons,
just let one of these wonderful folks know, and you’ll be on your way to fame
and fortune.

Rick Bugado

W

WAR C

15th
16th
17th
20th
22nd
26th
30th

Gary Cordelli
Robert Roth
Christopher Dodd
William Daﬀron
Jack Harris
Jenifer Mina
Shannon Cox

Thirdly, I’d like to thank the members of the ExComm for working on the
new bylaws. We are in the process of pu ng the finishing touches on the dra
that will be submi ed to Na onal. A er Na onal makes their suggested changes, (and our RVC assures me they will) the new bylaws will be voted on by
SCAM members.
If I had had any idea this was going to turn out to take as long as it has, I
think I would have le the new bylaws being dra ed to the new ExComm. :-)
Hope you are enjoying yourself, and as always, if you have an idea for an
event you would like SCAM to host, just let me know and we’ll see if we can’t
make it happen.
Wynn Rostek

The “Fine Print” for Calendar Events:
Membership in American Mensa, Ltd. makes you eligible to attend SCAM social
functions. Escorted and invited guests of a member or host are welcome. Adult
family members of Mensans are encouraged to participate in SCAM activities, as
are well behaved children. However, attendance at any social function in a
private home is subject to the hospitality of the host. Compliance with published
house rules is required, and “Kitty” payment is not optional. As a courtesy,
notify the host if you plan to attend. Announced hosts should attend their events
or arrange for a stand-in if unable. When reservations are required, you may not
be able to participate if you fail to call.
S-Smoking; NS- No Smoking; SS-Separate Smoking Area; P-Pets in the home;
NP-No Pets present; BYO_-Bring Your Own: _Snacks, _Drinks, _Everything.
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olks, I’ll keep it short this month. First oﬀ, I want to thank the members

Secondly, I’d like to thank everyone that signed up for the SCAM event
email list. This month there were several last minute events that didn’t make
the newsle er but did make the SCAM event email list, including a visit to an
Art Exhibit.

Isabel Garre
Richard Ward
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of the NomElComm: Joe Smith (321) 259-4966, Joanne Brown (204) 4226299, and Lee McLamb (321) 446-6812. If you are interested in running for the
ExComm, either one of the elected posi ons, or one of our appointed posi ons,
just let one of these wonderful folks know, and you’ll be on your way to fame
and fortune.
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Stacy Strickland

he month of March has a plethora of mathema cian birthdays. They

include the well known Albert Einstein (of 3.14 Pi Day fame…. Of which I
wrote an ar cle on last year), as well as the lesser well known same birthday
of Waclaw Sierpinski. There is the famous Rene Descartes (3.31, of analy c
geometry and more), Jean Joseph Fourier (3.21), and Georg Cantor (3.3, driven
mad from his study of calcula ng infini es). There was the brilliant and persecuted Emmy Noether (3.23, whose mathema cs helped Einstein and are used
today in a wealth of scien fic endeavors) as well as Simon Newcomb (3.12, a
brilliant autodidact but somewhat of a curmudgeon). There was also Howard
Aiken (3.8, who developed the Mark I-IV calculators and was a re red Naval
Oﬃcer like me and lived in Florida like me).
However, if we are going to talk about real eccentrics in the month of
madness, I would like to consider the Hungarian mathema cian, Paul Erdos
(pronounced ‘er-dish’, according to some Hungarian friends). He gave meaning to the words ‘collabora on’ and ‘ connec on’. Not to men on the cartoon
image of goofy and disheveled genius.

Paul Erdos was born in Budapest on March 26, 1913. His two siblings died
before he was born, and his two parents (both high school mathema cs teach‐
ers) doted on him as the only child. They knew they had a special son when at
the age of four, he could calculate in his head how many seconds a person
had lived, given their age (sounds like a computer algorithm a young Mensan
would devise today). He earned a doctorate in mathema cs at the age of 21.
A er receiving a posi on at Princeton University in 1938, he developed a habit
of traveling from one world-wide university campus to another (as well as
friend’s house to friend’s house.. some me uninvited). During his life me, he
received at least fi een honorary doctorates and was a member of scien fic
academies in eight countries. He had a heart a ack and died September 20,
1996 at the age of 83, while at a conference in Warsaw. He suggested that his
epitaph read: “I’ve finally stopped ge ng dumber”. He never married and had
no children. His life was documented in the film, N Is a Number: A Portrait of
Paul Erdos. I recommend the book, The Man Who Loved Only Numbers (1998),
for an interes ng and detailed retelling of his life.
Erdos was one of the most prolific publishers of papers on mathema cal
history, comparable to Leonhard Euler. Erdos wrote around 1,520 mathema cal ar cles in his life me, many with collaborators. Because of this, friends
created the’ Erdos number’ as a tribute. It describes a person’s degree of separa on from Erdos himself, based on collabora on with him or with another
who has their own Erdos number. Erdos was assigned the number ‘0’ for him(Continued on page 14)

8

Space Coast Area Mensa

Space Coast Area Mensa

13

M

H

?

Con nued

(Continued from page 13)

self, while immediate collaborators could claim an Erdos number of ‘1’, their
collaborators would have an Erdos number of ‘2’ , and so on. Approximately
200,000 mathema cians have an assigned Erdos number. Due to collabora ons
with mathema cians, many scien sts in fields such as physics, engineering,
biology and economics have an Erdos number as well.
His colleague, Alfred Renyi (ALSO born in March!) said, “A mathema cian
is a machine for turning coﬀee into theorems”. Erdos demonstrated that by
drinking huge amounts of coﬀee throughout his life. He consumed copious
amounts of amphetamines, despite the concerns expressed by his friends. A t
one me, he discon nued their use but then resumed their use. He defended
his return to the drugs by saying , “ Before when I looked at a piece of blank
paper, my mind was filled with ideas. Without their use, now all I see is a blank
piece of paper.”
He had his own idiosyncra c vocabulary. Children were referred to as
“epsilons” (an arbitrarily small posi ve quan ty), women were “bosses”, men
were “slaves”, people who stopped doing mathema cs had “died’, people who
physically had died had “le ”, music except for classical style was “noise”, people married were “captured” and divorced were “liberated”. Although an atheist, he spoke of “The Book”, an imaginary book in which God had wri en down
the best and most elegant proofs for mathema cal theorems. He once said,
“You don’t have to believe in God, but you should believe in The Book” . (I am
not sure how one could do that mental gymnas c). He o en accused God of
hiding his socks and Hungarian passports, and of keeping the most elegant
mathema cal proofs to himself (How you do that if you are an atheist I do not
know . I guess he was a mathema cian, not a logician).

Kennedy Space Center—Overnight Youth Event

G

et ready for a night of exploration when you camp out on an

Overnight Adventure at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.
Come face-to-face with an actual NASA astronaut, experience a largerthan-life 3-D IMAX® film and solve the Great Rocket Scavenger Hunt,
led by our Overnight Adventure instructor team.
April 5 - 6 2014.
Check-in: April 5 at 4:15 pm at parking lot 4
Operating hours: 4:30 pm - 9 am the following morning.
Program includes dinner, snack and continental breakfast.
Ages 7 - 14.
$112 per person.
Parents are welcome to register as well.
Please register with Gifted Youth Coordinator Christina Westerberg and
make your payment via pay pal to: cw@giftedyouth.net

Sincerely,
Christina Westerberg
Gifted Youth Coordinator
Central Florida Mensa

cw@giftedyouth.net

Most of the belongings of Erdos would fit into two suitcases, which was
helpful as most of his life was spent as a vagabond that travelled between conferences and homes of colleagues all over the world. He would show up at
someone’s doorstep and announce, “My brain is open”, meaning he was ready
to pursue mathema cs. He would stay long enough to collaborate on a few
papers before moving on a few days later. Usually, asking his current collaborator about whom he should next visit.
The stories by friends of Erdos and his strange and quirky life are numerous. They would fill a book by themselves and s ll there would be more to discover. He o en had some interes ng responses to ques ons put to him about
his baﬄing behavior and inability to perform the simplest tasks in life. “ I can
make excellent cold cereal, and I can probably boil an egg, but I’ve never tried.”

A Mensan in the family?

A

re you the Mensan in your family? Or, is your spouse, child, parent
or sibling the Mensan in your household? Are two or more (maybe
all) in your household Mensans? If any of these apply, The SCAM is solici ng an ar cle from you. All members of SCAM or family members are
invited to respond. What are your impressions and experiences?

(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 4)

ed. (Have you seen this invisible person? Call our Hotline at‐‐‐‐‐)
Or others oﬀering their life savings for doing what they have always
dreamed of doing.
(If you are the person who just hammered the dog pooh out of my husband,
please call‐‐‐to collect your reward.)
Maybe par al cloaking will become a reality. We men might be able to
hide those unsightly love handles, beer bellies and inferior inherited traits
thereby allowing a brief moment of intrigue to creep into our dismal lives.

Con nued

The Last Minute
(Continued from page 19)

Commi ee have renewed our commitment to bringing the Mensa community together but due to the geography of our county it is diﬃcult to find a
loca on easily accessible to everyone. We’re working on it though and really want your help and input. In fact you should consider running for a place
on the Execu ve Commi ee. Please! Just contact anyone of the oﬃcers,
the info is on the front page.

It could also eliminate those expensive gym fees and feigned workouts.
The women could hide a por on of those badonka donk backsides. Though, as
of yet, there is no solu on to the profuse swea ng and agonized puﬃng that
goes with tugging those semi-sized backsides around.
And for those many many tries at par al cloaking, there are endless possibili es for new and improved versions of the old, past, feeble a empts at disguising or hiding in public.
Like! Did Dracula actually think he was hiding when he pulled his cape or
cloak over his face while hiding all but his evil penetra ng eyes.
Or Zorro's silly li le disguise! Who did he think he was fooling?
I recognized him even before the show ended and just before he revealed
himself. Ha!
Then the Batman, he did hide fairly well. I couldn't tell which Batman he
was unless it was Adam West.
Now Superman? He was the best. Those glasses were really great!
Oh, but this guy! Wow! How lame can one par ally cloaked hero possibly
be? But, with the proper cloak he would have the bad guys swea ng silver bullets even though I think the sidekick, who invariably gets bonked on the head
every me he goes to town, needs it even more.
“Soooo, Can you see me now? Can you see me now?”
“No, No, Kemo Sabe! Me no see head. And horse, he no see head too.”
“Okay, let's mount up.
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pon reviewing the proposed by‐laws for Space Coast Area Mensa

someone no ced the absence of a stated purpose. Ar cle I, tled ‘Name
and Purpose’ clearly states our name and even how to abbreviate it but not
what it is for, nothing about what we’re about. I may just be whizzing in the
wind but I think we should have a purpose, a mission statement. Something to
measure whether we’re doing anything of any value or will everyone’s resumes
remain intact should we go away.
To that end, I am asking for your input as to our stated purpose. Our fellow member Joe Janson, has suggested “Provide an environment for social interac on and intellectual discourse among Space Coast Area Mensa members.” I prefer some lo y pla tudes about serving the masses with our gi ed
selves. Then again, I am long on talk and short on ac on. We are SPACE COAST
Area Mensa. We’ve got Rocket Scien sts and stuﬀ. Obviously I fall into the
‘and stuﬀ’ category but you guys are out there and this is your organizaon. What should we be about?
Please send sugges ons to treasurer@scam.us.mensa.org

Hi yo‐‐‐yo‐‐‐yooo,‐‐‐‐‐‐‐easy, eeeeeasy there big fella‐‐‐‐Whoa! Whoa!‐‐‐‐‐
Dammit! I said whoooooa!”
TC
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SCAM Treasurer’s Report

Jan 31,
2014

Account
General Fund

Balance
$461.34

RG Fund

533.24

Reserve Fund

1208.26

Total Funds Available:

$2202.84

General Fund
Beginning Balance

$505.28

Mensa Funding

168.75

Newsle er Prin ng

167.69

Postage (Annual Fee)

220.00

Misc. (Maintenance Fee)
Transfer from Reserve
Ending Balance

25.00
200.00
$461.34

RG Fund
Beginning Balance

$533.24

Ending Balance

$533.24

Reserve Fund
Beginning Balance
Interest

$1408.20
0.06

Transfer to General Fund
Ending Balance

200.00
$1208.26

Post Oﬃce Account
Beginning Balance

$100.38

Postage Costs

55.09

Ending Balance

$45.29
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© 2014 Art Belefant

early all of the animals that we eat are either bipeds or quadrupeds.

The bipeds are mostly birds, principally chickens and turkeys. Game birds
and more exo c birds are also eaten. In Africa and South America, monkeys
form part of what is called jungle meat. Australians are known to eat kangaroos.

Among the quadrupeds, ca le, swine, and sheep predominate in the American diet. Also horse, turtles, alligators, deer, bison, and goats are eaten. It is
about goat meat that this ar cle is wri en.
According to some Wikipedia ar cles, goat meat is the most widely consumed meat in the world. That may be so, but I have yet to see it in the meat
counters of Publix, Winn-Dixie, or Wal-Mart. I did see it, however, in the meat
counter of Bravo, a supermarket specializing in a La n-American clientele.
Although goat can be purchased in all the familiar primary cuts of lamb, i.e.
leg, loin, or rack, Bravo had cubes only, from Australia. Not having eaten goat
before, I purchased a package to try.
As the goat meat was already cut into approximately one-inch cubes with
many bones, I was limited in my prepara on methods to stew.
Any recipe for lamb will do for goat. Recipes from around the world usually
include one or more informing spice, herb, or seasoning such as curry, soy
sauce, cinnamon, or cardamom. As I wanted to taste the goat, not the sauce, I
used the simplest and plainest stew recipe for my prepara on.
Goat meat
Oil, olive, saﬄower, or any other
Onion, sliced
Garlic, chopped
Bay leaf
Celery
Salt
Stock or water
The amounts of each ingredient I leave to your taste. Brown the goat
meat in oil. Remove from the pan and set aside. Brown the onion and garlic
in the oil and fat in the pan. Return the goat meat to the pan along with
the rest of the ingredients. Cook, covered, over a low heat for at least an
hour and a half. Add water or stock as required. Serve with rice or pasta.
How did it taste? Like lamb used to taste. Nowadays, lamb, beef, and other
foods have lost their flavors because of over processing, trea ng and selec ve
growing for transportability. This tasted like lamb used to taste. If you don’t like
lamb, you won’t like goat. If you do like lamb, goat is for you (at less than half
the price).
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TC Shaw

cien sts have learned to bend light waves around objects that they call

'cloaking' to make things invisible to the human eye. So far it has only been
performed on small objects and with limited success but, in the not so distant
future, as cloaking abili es improve to the point where human sized objects, or
even larger, can be cloaked—Well! It might very well become as popular as
Sunday morning hangovers or toilet seat STD excuses.
Then, some things are sure to change or simply become old history as ordinary people are able to purchase the equipment to hide at will.

For instance, incognito groping might become popular un l women learn
to carry rat traps in the right places.
Some games are sure to become obscure as quickly as if they were cloaked.
Can you just imagine children playing Hide and Seek or Tag? The ''It' child
would go crazy stumbling around reaching for the li le jerk who has learned to
blow luggies through his cloak or the rug-rat who is bent on 'tagging' him with
his baseball bat. Now what fun would that be?
And, any person at your A.A. mee ng could stand right next to you and you
wouldn't know it unless they had B.O. extreme or halitosis bad enough to give
you skin rash. Sure! You could put flour all over the floor and check for footprints or smoke up the room and look for empty spaces like in the old 'Invisible
Man' show.
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(Continued from page 14)

“I remember when I was 21 in England. It was tea me and bread was served. I
was too embarrassed to admit that I had never bu ered it. I tried. It wasn’t
hard.”
He would speak about numbers as the only true existence and muse about
the perfect death. He thought the perfect death should occur in a lecture,
when he had just finished presen ng a proof and a cantankerous member of
the audience would raise his hand to ask, “What about the general case?” In
response, Erdos would reply, “I think I’ll leave that to the next genera on, “ and
fall over dead.
On his ‘March to the Music of the Spheres’, no one has yet come around to
being quite so prolific a mathema cian and quite so zany in his personal life.
References:
1.

Hoﬀman, Paul (1998). The Man Who Loved Only Numbers : The Story of
Paul Erdos and the Search for Mathema cal Truth. London: Fourth Estate
Ltd. ISBN 1-85702-811-2.

2.

Schechter, Bruce (2000). My Brain is Open: The Mathema cal Journeys of
Paul Erdos. New York: Simon & Schuster.

But, there must be many ways that cloaking could be much more beneficial
to mankind.
Well then, just a bit more on the prac cal side, you could hide when your
in-laws come to visit and learn
exactly what they think of you. (Is that worthless bum hiding from us or
naked in his neighbor's bathroom again?) Temper now, and remember, a boot
out of nowhere at this me might land you in a place where invisibility will only
give Bubba more pleasure.
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And, a li le dbit that might prove very helpful, you could hide your drunken husband's car and riding lawn mower thus allowing him to only get a Drunk
and Obscene in Public cita on instead of a D.U.I. which might drive your insurance rates sky-high unless he divorces you and marries Bubba.

(Continued from page 18)

The possibili es are endless. You might even want to try your hand at robbing banks or castra ng poli cians.

I get feedback from our social members frequently, since I o en encounter
you at events. But how about the rest of you? What do you get out of Mensa?
Write to me at rvc10@us.mensa.org and let me know!

You could become infamous overnight or rock-star famous. Can you imagine your police sketch on Post Oﬃce walls as one of the F.B.I.'s ten most want-

Scholarship programs also help with this goal. And the Mensa Founda on
works to accomplish the second goal through its programs and publica ons,
such as the Mensa Research Journal and the (mostly) annual Colloquium.

Thomas George Thomas

(Continued on page 6)
4

Space Coast Area Mensa

Space Coast Area Mensa

17

T

T

S

Thomas George Thomas, RVC‐10

Vol. 32, No. 3

The

March, 2014

I

a ended the Central Florida Mensa “It’s All Sun ‘n’ Games” RG over
Mar n Luther King Jr. Day weekend, and it was one of the best, if not the
best, regional gatherings I’ve been to in Florida over the past ten years. Kudos
to Debbie Freeland, David Fleming, and all their team for pu ng together a
great event. They’re already working on next year’s RG, which will be held at
the same great hotel near SeaWorld. In the mean me, many of the Tampa Bay
Mensa RG team were inspired by Central Florida’s gathering, and are working to
assemble an equally fine event for “MaRGaritaville” over Memorial Day weekend. If you missed CFM’s event, try to make it to Oldsmar in May.
Gatherings are one of the most obvious social aspects of Mensa. There are
in fact many social opportuni es in Mensa, depending on your local group. But
while many long- me members consider social events the most important mission of Mensa, this seems to be less and less of a value for many of our members. As social media takes on more emphasis, a smaller percentage of our
membership par cipate in the face-to-face events posted in the local group calendars and social media.
Is Mensa primarily a social club anymore?

Consider: The Cons tu on of Mensa has, since 1982, listed three main purposes.
1. Iden fy and foster human intelligence for the benefit of humanity.
2. Encourage research in the nature, characteris cs and uses of intelligence.
3. Provide a s mula ng intellectual and social environment for members.
Social interac on is the third item, not the first or second. It seems as
though we spend more me addressing this than the first two, and yet a 20%
member par cipa on level is considered wildly successful.
I acknowledge that my purpose in joining Mensa back in 1989 was to join a
social community a er I’d moved to a new city where I didn’t know anyone, and
I knew I could belong here in Mensa. And I s ll feel that way. Par cipa ng in,
or even just listening in on the sidelines to the sorts of free-wheeling conversaons I find during Gatherings are some of the high points of my year. But what
about the other 80% of you? What do you get out of Mensa? What do you find
valuable enough to renew, some of you for decades, even when you don’t come
to events?
Certainly we achieve the first purpose through our tes ng programs. (An
aside: Please tell your friends to take the test during March – your chapters will
receive an extra $10 per prospect tes ng through the end of the month!) Our
(Continued on page 17)

All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publica on. Please allow extra me for mailed submissions, which may be typed or
legibly handwri en. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e‐mail. They may be
in e‐mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact informa on appears on Page 2.
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Mike Moakley, Editor

appy Saint Pa y’s Day to all. Just as a reminder, if you have not

yet paid your dues, now would be a good me to do so. Our membership year ends on March 31st. One convenient way to accomplish this is to
go to Na onal’s website, log in, then go to “Renew My Membership”. Just
follow the prompts; it’s just that easy.

On to other business, I would call your a en on to our cover photo on
this month’s issue. As well as making for an a rac ve cover, this is also the
photo that should have accompanied Art Belefant’s ar cle, “Oden”. I had
forgo en to include the photo last month, for which I apologize to Art. If
you did not read Art’s ar cle, you can either pick up last month’s issue or
you can go to SCAM’s website, choose “Newsle er” and click on “Feb
2014”. It is well worth the read. This month features Art Belefant’s ar cle
on Goat.
SCAM’s website also lists our calendar of events; it is a good idea to
check it periodically for any new events that did not make it on these pages
as well as any changes or cancella ons in the listed events. It is also a good
idea (if you have not already done so) to include yourself on SCAM’s e-mail
list. Send a message to George Pa erson and he will add you to our list.
Un l next month,
Mike

The SCAM sells classified ad space.

SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we oﬀer
discounts for mul ple inser ons, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscrip ons: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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Dennis Logan

The Last Minute

NOTE: At the time of publication, minutes from the February ExComm meeting were not available. They will be published in the April issue.

Minutes of the February 2014 SCAM Hooters SIG

S

CAM First Friday at Hooter’s SIG met Friday February 7th at Hooter’s as
one might expect. In a endance were regular members, Joe Janson
and Dennis Logan, first me Mensa visitor Isabel Garre and our guest
speaker Dena Hall. Dena teaches me Yoga and had plans to be at Hooter’s
anyway so she joined us with a friend. So, she was a guest and she did
speak but not in a formal way with a podium and whatnot. Gary Tower, my
old buddy and a founding member of the SIG, did not a end and I expect he
must be on a cruise or something.
I’ve done a lot of stupid things in my life. So many, my wife and I call
our personal enterprises the “Font of Stupid Ideas.” The chronicles of those
misadventures be er suit themselves to volumes of tear stained ssues on
a therapist’s floor than the limited space of a monthly newsle er. Instead I
shall share the smart things I have done in life. A half a page should do it.
One of the smartest things I’ve done in the past few years started out
as a way to get out of the house once in a while. Organizing the monthly
mee ng at Hooter’s succeeded beyond my dreams. I’ve met some really
interes ng people passing through and made some really good and interes ng friends. My buddy Gary that I men oned earlier is one. He is just a
character in every sense of the word. My buddy Joe is a renaissance man
who dabbles in many varied endeavors. Unlike me he usually succeeds. And again at this month’s mee ng, Isabel Garre joined us and she
is a hoot and a half. I hope she comes back I really enjoyed listening to her
stories.
Isabel is fairly new to our area. She comes from New York. Isaac Asimov belonged to the same Mensa Chapter and demanded hugs from all the
ladies, she said. She also said she met her husband and soul mate at Mensa
events. Not on the same night. Not the same man. She was the principle
game designer at Parker Bros. She currently focuses much a en on on the
Vero Beach Theater guild. I could sit and listen to her for many more
hours.
I know there are many, many, more interes ng people out there
among the membership. You should know that you will be welcome at the
Hooter’s SIG or if you want to schedule your own event at a more universally acceptable venue then I encourage you to do so. We on the Execu ve
(Continued on page 15)
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