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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legi-
bly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector Mike Moakley, Editor

he bane of every Editor are those little mistakes that ap-

pear in every issue that were not caught in time before it goes
to print. Of all the 66 issues I have assembled, I do not believe any
one of them went to press completely error-free.

Every so often, however, an issue appears with some particu-
larly egregious bloopers. Last month, the Editorial Page, the
Birthday Greetings, and the Calendar of Events all proclaimed it
was February! By some miracle, however, the birthdays listed
were indeed March birthdays.

How do these things happen? There are two common pitfalls I
come across in putting together our newsletter. One is my lack of
typing skills. The other, far more likely source of errors is the re-
cycling function I engage in each month. Typically, when I start
working on The SCAM, I begin by opening the previous month’s
issue and immediately save the file in the current month’s file-
name.

Next, I locate and remove all references to the previous month
and insert the current month. For the most part, this is what I
failed to do completely. Then, I remove the previous month’s work,
unless it’s something that is meant to appear in multiple issues.
This is why, on occasion, you'll see the wrong author or the wrong
title. Now you know...and you have my apologies for a rather
sloppy 65th issue. I'll certainly exercise more caution in the fu-

(Continued on page 7)

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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The Gourmet’s Guide FREE SPEECH © 2009 Art Belefant

was in the middle of composing an article for this month’s

SCAM when I came across a discussion by Gene Policinski in Flor-
ida Today of March 1, of a case before the 1st U. S. Circuit Court of
Appeals.

The first and last paragraphs of that article that I was writing
are “When I was the restaurant reviewer for the Tokyo Asahi Eve-
ning News I had a policy of never to write a bad review of a restau-
rant. The reason was, for whatever slight influence I might have on
the dining habits of the expatriates in Japan, I didn’t feel that it was
proper for me to diminish someone’s attempts to make a living. As
there were so many restaurants in which I enjoyed the cooking that
it was never necessary for me to write uncomplimentarily, I just
wouldn’t write about that restaurant. . . .

“I recommend that before booking a cruise, even if you had
cruised on that ship or cruise line before and were completely satis-
fied, that you check on what changes have been made to the ameni-
ties, especially the food and services.”

Now, apparently, there is another and more serious reason not to
write a bad review -- I could be sued. The pertaining portion of Mr.
Policinski’s article is

“IA] three judge panel in the 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals re-
cently upended a long-held rule of law that "truth is an absolute de-
fense" when someone is sued for libel. The opinion has surprised some
experts on libel — and, if ultimately upheld, would uproot basic legal
tenets of free speech and the law.

“The judges reviewed Noonan v. Staples, a case involving an em-
ployee of a business-supply firm who sued the company after an execu-
tive sent an e-mail to about 1,500 employees detailing why the em-
ployee had been fired for what the company said was falsifying ex-
pense reports.

“The court's opinion said that even if the factual account sent to
other workers were true, and apparently it was, the employee involved
might be able to recover damages if the e-mail was sent maliciously --
in this case, to humiliate the former employee.

“The judges sent the case back to a lower court in Massachusetts
for reconsideration.

“If the court's decision ever were to apply widely, the result could
(Continued on page 5)
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e are looking for a few good sentient beings. A life of

fame, fortune, and adventure awaits you as a member of
the Space Coast Area Mensa ExComm. Very safe. Very Safe.
There hasn't been a palace coup in over a month. If you are inter-
ested in a position on this prestigious body, contact any member
of the NomEICom listed below.

Wynn Rostek: wrostek@cfl.rr.com

Suzanne Leichtling
Barbara Crawford

SCAM Treasurer’s Report FREE SPEECH
As Of 2/28/2009: (Continued from page 4)

Account Balance be . .. [a] paralysis of public
General Fund $936.84 debate in which legal chal-
Post Office Acct. 60.09 lenges ask courts to examine
Reserve Fund 2115.92 and determine possible mo-
RG Fund 50.00 tives of speakers, bloggers,

Total Funds Available: filmmakers, journalists and

$3162.85 others, rather than to review

Deposits the truth of the facts.”

Mensa Funding:  $194.30 Wy 1 1o hatter is clarified, T

Interest Income 0.08 will not submit my article for

Newsletter Ad 21.20 .

publication. I also suggest

Withdrawals that any reviewer of books,

Postage 59.12 plays, movies, or even sports

Printing 142.89 be careful of what you write,
and that any article submitted
—Bud Long, Treasurer for publication be reviewed in
light of the noted case.
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The Alchemist: ©2009 Al Thomas

Buy BLUE CHIPS AND GO BROKE

What is a Blue Chip? It is supposed to be a stock that is “good”. Good
by any definition means it is to the benefit of the owner or user.
When it refers to a stock it mean it will make money for the stock-
holder. That could be short term, but usually refers to the long term,
Buy and Holder. Most of the stocks in the Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage are considered “blue chips”. Really?

The Dow has a requirement that any stock that falls below
$10.00 per share is to be removed from the list. It is done at the end
of the calendar year. This year they did not do it. Take a look.

These stocks should be removed from the DJIA Index: Alcoa
was 45, now 6.50; Bank America was 45, now 5.00; Citicorp was 45,
now 2.50; General Electric was 40, now 9.00 and General Motors
was 35, now 2.50. Whatever the reason for not following through
they are not saying.

Of the 30 stocks in the DJIA Index almost every one is much
lower with some having lost more than 50% of their price. Caterpil-
lar was 80, now 21; Microsoft was 36, now 16.00; and on an on.
These are also the stocks that brokers recommend to their
“conservative” clients because they always have value. OK, now de-
fine value. They seem to have forgotten that any stock or mutual
fund that has lost 50% of its price needs to gain 100% to get back to
“even”. Even is for losers.

Most brokers never mention that the investor should protect
his capital with loss limit protection. It means placing an open stop
loss order on any position when it is bought and moving that price
protection up to lock in profits as they occur. Few, if any brokers or
financial planners will do this for you. You, and only you, must
watch your money. Nobody else cares if you eat dog food when you
retire.

Every successful investor (that means one who makes a
profit) knows when any position is taken how much he is willing to
risk. Initially it will be how much he is willing to lose and as profits
appear how to move up the stop loss protection. It only needs be
done once a month or even better, once a week.

One other broker tip is,”This stock is so cheap it can’t go any
lower”. Until it does. There is no such thing as a “cheap” stock or one

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
that is “undervalued”. Today it is impossible to compute value.

As you can see Blue Chips are not immune from loss. Even at
today’s lower levels stops should be placed immediately. Believe it or
not the market can go lower.

Filet mignon or dog food. It is up to you.

You may receive Al Thomas’ investment letter that prof-

ited 15% in 2008 at no charge for 8 months on the web site
www.mutualfundmagic.com Never lose money in the stock
market again. His book “IF IT DOESN’T GO UP, DON’T BUY
IT!” has become a classic. Copyright 2009. Williamsburg In-
vestment Co. All rights reserved.

Inside the Pocket Protector Continued

(Continued from page 3)
ture.

This month, I am also the bearer of some excellent news. As im-
plied on the front cover, on April 11th, we will be treated to some fun
in Paradise...Park, that is. The ExComm is hosting this function;
they will provide the eats, the soft drinks and the supplies. Best of
all, it is free! How can you pass up a deal like that? For more details,
see our calendar, and see the full-page ad on Page Nine.

Speaking of ads, in the March issue, and in this one, we have a
paid ad . The SCAM certainly appreciates the support of Citrus Press
in Titusville. As a reminder to all, we DO sell ad space for those who
wish to sell a product or service.

Finally, the American Mensa elections are coming up. Election
details will appear in an upcoming Bulletin. In this election, we will
be choosing our next RVC for Region 10 (All of Florida). Last month,
I published candidate’s statements for each contender. I also ran a
feature, Ask the Candidates, where so far, one question was posed.
No one submitted a question for this month’s issue. For one more is-
sue (May), I can run another question for this feature. If you have a
question, please send it to me no later than the 5th (so the candidates
can respond by the 10th), and I will pass the question on to both can-
didates.
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BooK: DISCOVERY OF MOTION Paid Advertisement

We recently received an e-mail from a young man (Mr. Jonathan Butler)
concerning our book Discovery of Motion. Being obviously of exceptional in-
telligence (he liked our book) and displaying a quality that's rare in this day and
age, modesty, we were understandably impressed. We were so impressed, in
fact, that when we responded to his letter we asked permission to use it in publi-
cizing the book. Here are excerpts:

"I purchased and am enjoying the unique book by John Granville which
wonderfully combines an understanding of natural philosophy, philosophy of
science, classical physics and contemporary physics.... thanks for putting an
unique gem of a book out in the world!"

From the second e-mail:

"...I find his knowledge and originality wonderful. There are few books
that touch on the historical, philosophical and sociological aspects of physics.
One of my favorite subjects is the history of the concept of motion. | am cur-
rently pursuing a Master of Liberal Arts at Harvard with a concentration in his-
tory of science, with a hope of a PhD in philosophy of science some day. If |
provide any value to your testimonial collection, feel free to use my words and
modest credentials."

Jonathan Butler
Harvard Graduate Student

Written for young folks, it can be enjoyed by everyone (of Mensa caliber).
DISCOVERY OF MOTION
An Introduction to Natural Philosophy—Part |
ISBN 978-1-934242-98-8 534pp. Hard cover lllustrated Bibliography&Index
$39.95 (Available through Amazon.com et al.)

Although written by a Mensan, in truth it was not written specifically for
Mensans. It was written for people with the interests and intellect of Mensans, and
for this reason we offer a 25% discount to Mensans (on direct orders) and free ship-
ping ($29.95 out of pocket). Call (321) 264-2200 or email citpress@citpress.com
with contact information.

An independent review is posted at:
www.midwestbookreview.com/sbw/may_07.htm (on the science shelf)

Citrus Press

P.O.Box 10062
Titusville, Florida 32783
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Space Coast Area Mensa
presents

The 2nd Bi-Annual
Spring Picnic
Sat., April 11, 2009
10 a.m. to dusk
Paradise Park, Indialantic

The SOUTH pavilion
(A1A, 1.2 mi. south of Eau Gallie)

This event is sponsored by your ExComm. We have reserved
a covered pavilion with picnic tables and benches, grills, water
fountain, facilities.

Hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, and sodas will be provided, as
well as plates, cups, utensils, napkins, etc.. There will be no Kitty.
If you feel like bringing a potluck item to share such as a salad,
side, or dessert, that would be nice. With luck, dogs and burgers
will start rolling off the grill around noon.

Guests and children are certainly welcome. The location
features, of course, the beach, as well as a very nice children’s
playground and an available volleyball court. There will be
cards, dominoes,board games and other such things as people
might be induced to bring. If it’s breezy, parcheesi or chinese
checkers would work well. Bring them if you’ve got them.

We would really like to see a nice turnout for this event as we
move into a more active spring social season. RSVVP would be
helpful for planning purposes, but not required. You may contact
George Patterson at GEORGE3141@CFL.RR.COM or 321-777-
3721 (numerologists take note).

Space Coast Area Mensa 9




MEMBERSHIP NOTES

Welcome to SCAM and Mensa: Welcome Back:
Helena Tanz Roberta Brock
David Trevino
John Remark

APRIT. BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

April Birthday Greetings is NOT listed in this issue
due to circumstances beyond this Editor’s control.

Please bear with me while | update our Birthday list to reduce errors in
future issues of The SCAM.

The April Birthday List will appear in the next issue.

ANNOUNCING A NEW SIG!

@ "’éﬁa C))Q<

J oin the Computer Science SIG. Any Computer Science top-
ics from work or school are welcome. To join email Michael
Zielinski at mikez23@aol.com or compscisig@yahoogroups.com.

i ..
®
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SCAM Calendar of Events for April 2009

1st - Wednesday 5:30 PM EXCOMM MEETING

.This is our monthly business meeting. All members are always wel-

come to attend. This month, it will be held at the home of George Pat-

terson in Indialantic. All members are welcome to attend.
Contact: George, 777-3721, for details.

3rd - Friday 7:00 PM GAMES NIGHT

Come join us for your favorite games at Val’s home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.
Contact: Val, 626-8523, for more details.

5th - Sunday 11:00 AM APRIL FOOL'S BRUNCH & GAMES

Come join us for brunch followed by your favorite games at Terry’s
home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.

Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

11th - Saturday 10:00 AM SCAM PICNIC AT PARADISE PARK

Please see our ad on Page 9 in this issue. There is no cost to attend.
Hot Dogs, hamburgers, chips and soft drinks will be provided. A cov-
ered dish to share would be nice, but is not required.

Contact: George, 777-3721, for details.

25th - Saturday 6:00 PM S.N.O.R.T.

Join us for some sushi and tempura at The SCAM’s best attended
event at Miyako’s, 1411 S. Harbor City Blvd. (US#1) in Melbourne.

Contact: George Patterson, 777-3721.

Your Event Here! ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Do you have a great idea for that perfect event? Do you have the urge,
even the desire to socialize with other Mensans, but simply do not
want to use the extra gasoline? Why not host that event in your own
home? If this sounds good to you, contact our Calendar Coordinator
today. You'll be glad you did. Info on Page Two.
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