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ExCommunication

August 6, 2008

Minutes of the ExComm Meeting:

The ExComm met at the home of George Patterson on Wednesday, August 6, 2008. Called to order at 5:38 pm by LocSec George
Patterson.
Members present: George Patterson, Terry Valek, Joe Smith, and
Bud Long. Karen Freiberg was unable to attend.
Welcome Guest: Anna Smith
Minutes for the June 4, 2008 meeting were approved as published
in the July 2008 SCAM.
Officer Reports:
LocSec: George reported that Helen Lee Moore had resigned from
the Audit Committee for personal reasons. She reported on testing. (see below) George's hope that one of our young Mensans
could serve as Gifted Child Coordinator was scotched by National, which requires an adult for the position. (presumably a liability problem, so common these days)
Testing: Helen Lee Moore (Proctor Coordinator), reporting on her
search for a new testing site, said she found a couple that were
free but unsuitable, and a couple that were suitable but too expensive. Any help on this matter from the ExComm would be appreciated. A number of candidates are signed up for testing at the
RG. More publicity for testing at the RG is needed.
Treasurer: Bud handed out the May Treasurers Report which
showed total funds of $5193.18, which included $2260.00 in the
RG fund.

808 Wisteria Dr., Melbourne, FL 777-3721
32901 952-8400

RG: Bud reported that 58 were signed up for the RG. George
added two more to the count.

editor@scam.us.mensa.org
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With the resignation of Helen, a third member of the Audit Committee was required and it was important to conduct an audit
promptly. Joe Smith volunteered for the position and was approved unanimously. In a brief discussion of the propriety of ExComm members serving on the Audit Committee, it was observed
that the Bylaws specifically forbid ExComm members serving on
the NomElCom and was silent on the subject of the Audit Committee, thereby implying it being acceptable.
(Continued on page 21)
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THE TENTH STORY

Maggie Truelove

T

here are several things Local Groups need. The first of
these needs is for a group of dedicated individuals who are
prepared to keep the group running. These are the members of
your ExComm (Executive Committee). They do an awful lot of
work for no pay, little recognition, and much aggravation. Often
what they get is a member complaining how "you people" should
do it this way or that way, rather than an offer to help accomplish a change or improvement. Another of these dedicated individuals, who may or may not be a member of your ExComm, is
the editor of the newsletter. The editor is the main line of communication to the members, and like the ExComm, does a lot of
work for no pay, little recognition, and much aggravation.
Please do join me in giving a pat on the back to those who are or
have been serving their local groups in this way.
Another thing the Local Group needs is money. This is for
publishing and mailing the newsletter, funding whatever projects
the group has, and incidentals. There are several sources for said
money. One is the portion of each member's dues which is sent to
the Local Group by the national office. Another source of money is
testing, as each person a proctor tests returns $15 to the local
group. Many but not all groups have regional gatherings, which
may or may not prove to be a source of income, but hopefully so.
Beyond that, some groups have fundraisers of various sorts, some
to benefit the general fund, some for special purposes like scholarships.
Another need of the Local Group is active members. Some of
these are needed to hold various offices, whether elected or appointed. A volunteer might be needed to make phone calls. A few
volunteers are needed once in a while to serve on the elections
committee. Some volunteers are needed to host occasional local
events for the group. (This can be as simple as hosting a lunch
get-together at a restaurant or as easy as making popcorn and
having people over to watch a movie.) Others are needed to write
for the newsletter. (Poetry? Columns? Short stories? The possibilities are endless!) The very largest need, and easiest thing to
do, is for active members to attend a local event. What an easy
thing to do, to simply enjoy the company of like-minded folks!
And best of all, you can attend something without being expected
(Continued on page 21)
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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legibly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector

Mike Moakley, Editor

H

appy Labor Day to all! While this occasion marks the inevitable closing of the summer season (but not the summer
heat and storms!), it is also a memorial day of sorts. It is in memory of those in the labor movement who have often sacrificed our
lives for the rights we working Americans often take for granted.
Over the last quarter-century, many of these rights have been
on the proverbial chopping-block as the people in charge see them
as “outmoded” and presenting an obstacle for the corporate community. It is too often these steps have been taken in the guise of
the attitude, “If you’re poor, it’s because you’re just too lazy.”
When you go out to eat, see if your waitress (who works for
half on minimum wage, plus tips) is really all that lazy. If you’re
having that dream home built to your specifications, is the fellow
laying the block really lazy (as a “1099 employee” he has no workers’ protections)? Something to think about while you enjoy your
backyard barbecue…

In The SCAM, there has been a little flap over whether the
use of pseudonyms when writing articles for these pages. This
seems to have been prompted by George Lebovitz’s series “My
Summer Vacation” where the author uses his nom de plume “The
George”.
Nothing in the publications policy prohibits the use of pseudonyms, and, be assured, I do know the identity of all those who are
published here. At this time, I do not see the need to change the
policies of The SCAM.

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“The George” Responds...

I

n the August 2008 SCAM, Arthur Belefant wrote a letter to the
editor decrying that “any author who does not put his name on his
work is not qualified to be published.” This thinly-veiled harangue
against my use of “The George” as a nom de plume makes me very
happy that Mark Twain’s publishers didn’t have similar opinions.
And hows ‘bout movie stars? What about the classic films Spartacus,
starring Issur Danielovitch Demsky, North by Northwest, starring Archibald Alexander Leach, or even The Pajama Game, starring
America’s sweetheart, Doris Mary Ann Von Kappelhoff?
Look, Artie (can I call you Artie?), I don’t mean to get contentious with you. I’m merely pointing out that using a pseudonym
doesn’t necessarily imply that something nefarious is afoot. In my
case, I have published under the pen name “The George” before and
I just happen to like it. Besides, by the time any potential reader
sounds out L-E-B-O-V-I-T-Z, they are likely to fuggedabout reading
the subsequent article.
Actually, to be completely truthful with you, Artie (it’s okay if I
call you Artie, isn’t it, Artie?), my name isn’t even Lebovitz. It was
changed from L-E-B-O-V-I-C-S when we came through Ellis Island
from Czechoslovakia. As to why the clerk who changed it thought
the “tz” would be any easier than the “cs” will always remain a mystery to me. If he’d wanted to simplify things, couldn’t he just have
shortened it to “Lee?” Would have saved me untold hours repeating “L-E-B, as in boy, O-V, as in Victor, I-T-Z.” You have no idea.
Anyways, Artie (you’re sure you don’t mind if I call you Artie?), I
hope this clears things up for you a bit.

Continued

VOTE NO!
(Continued from page 20)

of any sectarian institution.” This text would be replaced with “An
individual or entity may not be barred from participating in any
public program because of religion.”
The obvious motive behind this amendment is to reinstate
vouchers to private schools currently held unconstitutional under
this Section. While amending this Section may represent a victory
for the Christian Right, it falls into that category “be careful what
you wish for…” Public funding could possibly be used to support
cults or terrorist groups, as these entities could not be barred from
participating because of religion. On a larger scale, there was a compelling reason for separating church and state; one only needs to observe those nations under religious control as examples of that rationale.
As for these amendments, the answer is readily apparent to me:
Vote NO!

Continued

ExCommunication
(Continued from page 23)

The meeting was adjourned at 5:50. Next meeting will be at Terry
Valek's house at 852 Gardener Rd., Rockledge (321-626-8523) on
Sunday, September 7, 2008 at 10:30 am. (Note change from the time
and place of recent meetings.)

George Lebovitz

glebovitz@cfl.rr.com

Continued

The Tenth Story
(Continued from page 22)

to volunteer for anything else. Just go and enjoy.
Maggie Truelove, RVC 10
3333 Honeysuckle Lane
Orlando, FL 32812
407-855-9078
rvc10@cfl.rr.com
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20TH MISSION

(Continued from page 19)

one woman as husband and wife, no other legal union that is treated
as marriage or the substantial equivalent thereof shall be valid or
recognized.”
How does this proposal “protect” marriage? The number one killer of marriage is divorce – how is that addressed? More important,
what ramifications will result if this amendment is passed? The
statement below, the first paragraph on the sponsor’s web page under “What We Stand For” should offer a clue:
“We believe that the institution of marriage serves both a personal
and a public purpose within our society. As such, our public policy
should promote healthy and strong marriages, rather than seek to
create new definitions of marriage that undermine the institution’s
role and which are not in the best interest of children.”
One can reasonably infer that they view marriage as a setting
for bringing children into the world. Reading on, the group unequivocally opposes same-sex marriages (or their equivalents) as
they do not produce offspring. What about other marital arrangements? Suppose two senior citizens marry – it is unlikely that union
will produce offspring. What about a couple where one or both have
been sterilized? While the amendment does not address these two
examples, it should now be obvious as to its true intent - to legally
discriminate against a portion of our population based on genetics
(sexual orientation is a genetic factor). It is indeed a cruel irony that
the amendment, if passed, will be part of the “Declaration of Rights
(?)”.
Finally, let’s examine Amendment #7: This one, believe it or not,
comes from the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission. This proposal amends Article I, Section 3. which currently reads as follows:
“Religious freedom. – There shall be no law respecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting or penalizing the free exercise
thereof. Religious freedom shall not justify practices inconsistent with
public morals, peace or safety. No revenue of the state or any political
subdivision or agency thereof shall ever be taken from the public
treasury directly or indirectly in aid of any church, sect, or religious
denomination or in aid of any sectarian institution.”
This Section would be amended by removing the following portion: “No revenue of the state or any political subdivision or agency
thereof shall ever be taken from the public treasury directly or indirectly in aid of any church, sect, or religious denomination or in aid
(Continued on page 21)
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LCL Joseph L. Cittadini, USAFR Ret.

Part Nine: NÜRNBURG Stalag XIII D

F

ood from the Red Cross and from the Germans was at a
minimum. The Red Cross trucks coming out of Switzerland
were unable to get through. The Germans had very little to give us.
The food supplied by the Germans was prepared for us in the
central kitchen by the American sergeants who elected to serve in
the commissioned officer POW camps. Once a day they brought a
large bucket of soup made of some kind of dehydrated green vegetable, perhaps cabbage, and we thought, maybe a soup bone. We certainly couldn't tell by the taste that it had any meat. We were given
about a cup of this concoction. The only protein we could detect was
the little white worms floating in the soup. The worms were kind of
discouraging but we consumed the slightly warm soup without looking at it too closely. The food value was negligible. Two or three
times during our stay in the Nürnburg camp we were given a ration
of process cheese wrapped in foil similar to the small triangles of
Swiss-type cheese available today. Unfortunately they were rancid
for the most part. We scraped away some of the decomposing green
parts and ate the small amounts that remained. Later we found out
that these process cheeses could be poisonous if the salmonella bacteria were present. Luckily the small amount that we ate and the
condition of the men that needed the food so badly was such that we
were not seriously affected. Other than these foods we received a
small ration of the German black bread. Incidentally, back in Sagan
the bread was delivered by a horse drawn wagon or a wood burning
open bodied truck about once a month. The loaves were stacked
neatly as one might transport fireplace wood. The loaves had a number cut into the dough prior to baking. We deduced that the number
indicated the month in which it was baked.
We were fortunate to have had officers in our camp whose medical education was interrupted by the war. Some were studying chiropractic and others were in conventional medicine. These men acted
as our medical officers. Their combined knowledge of nutrition gave
some authenticity to the report issued by Col. Alkire in a letter to
the German Kommandant which follows:

“Stalag Luft III Niirnburg-Langwasser Germany
Subject: Complaints respecting the conditions of captivity.
(Continued on page 6)
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From the Village Idiot:

(Continued from page 5)

To:The Kommandant, Stalag Luft III

VOTE NO!

©2008 Mike Moakley

O

28 February 1945
1.
Under the provisions of the International Convention
relating to the treatment of Prisons of War (POW) published at Geneva, Switzerland 27 July 1929 of which The U.S.A. and the German Reich are signatory powers, The Senior American Officer
(SAO) of Stalag Luft III, Niirnberg, Germany presents in writing
those basic requirements violated by the detaining power at this
camp citing its authority is contained in the Convention and by
subject. Violations are as follows:
A. P'sOW Camps: (Part III Sect. II Article 9)
1. Proximity of Military Targets: Stalag Luft III is within
approx. three (3) kilometers of a major railroad choke point
and marshaling yard. During the last two weeks the local
area has been bombed by heavy aerial main efforts with apparent attention to the railroad targets. The dispersion of
bombs, both day and night, has been close to this camp.
There no slit trenches or shelters which the POW are permitted to use during raids. Prisoners are kept in the overcrowded huts at the point of guns. The location of this camp
and local air raid precaution policy is unjust and untenable
and a protest of the strongest nature is hereby registered for
present and future consideration.
B. Food and Clothing: (Part III Sect. II Chap. I Articles 11 & 12)
I. Inadequate Diet: The present German ration to the
PO W according to medical opinion is less than that
required for basic metabolism and will inevitably lead
to loss of weight and starvation. Under the present unhygienic and unhealthful conditions resistance of the
men will become so lowered as to render them highly
susceptible to any disease.
2. German Issues: Dehydrated vegetables are consistently
wormy. No ersatz jams or honey is issued. As closely as can
be figured not more than twelve hundred and eighteen
(1218) calories per man per day, which is insufficient to
sustain existence for a protracted period. It is impossible
even with an inflated imagination, to consider the present
German issue as 'depot troop ration'.

ne of the aspects of the 2008 election cycle that seems conspicuous by its absence is any discussion involving nine proposed amendments to the Florida Constitution. Items like these, to
me, constitute the “fine print” involved in our elections. While for
this column, I will examine only a few of the proposals; I would encourage the voter to thoroughly familiarize himself with all nine of
the proposals.

Let us begin with Amendment #1: It is a proposal by the state
Legislature to amend Article I (Declaration of Rights), Section 2. The
current language of Section 2 reads as follows:
“All natural persons, female and male alike, are equal before the
law and have inalienable rights, among which are the right to enjoy
and defend life and liberty, to pursue happiness, to be rewarded for
industry, and to acquire, possess and protect property, except that the
ownership, inheritance and disposition of real property by aliens ineligible for citizenship may be regulated or prohibited by law. No person shall be deprived of any right because of race, religion, national
origin, or physical disability.”
Amendment #1 proposes removing the following from the above
Section: “…except that the ownership, inheritance and disposition of
real property by aliens ineligible for citizenship may be regulated or
prohibited by law.” I find it rather interesting, to say the least, to
guarantee property rights to people who have no right to even live
here.
This leads us to the question: Why? Could it be to encourage foreign investment in our state? Is it payback to Florida’s major real
estate firms to allow them to profit while the average Floridian is
adversely affected by foreclosures? One point here…Isn’t the Florida
Legislature supposed to represent Floridians (not foreign interests)?
No, I am not xenophobic, but I believe the state should not permanently waive its right to regulate such ownership when it is clearly
in the public interest to do so.
Now, let’s move to Amendment #2: This one has been proposed
by Florida4marriage.org, and is dubbed as tie “Florida Marriage
Protection Amendment”. The proposed text, to be a new Section in
Article I, is as follows:
“Inasmuch as marriage is the legal union of only one man and
(Continued on page 20)

(Continued on page 16)
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H. Canteen Supplies: (Part III Sect II Chap II Art 12)
1. Canteen inoperative: No provisions are available for purchase of articles such as razor and blades, soap,
toothbrushes, combs, matches, barber tools and mirrors.
These items are badly needed. 2. Authorities of the detaining power having announced their helplessness in alleviating these present deplorable circumstances due to transportation and material shortages.
The Senior American Officer suggests the following course of action subject to the approval of the German Reich, The United
States and the Protective Power (Switzerland):
A. Parole March and Internment.
1. Prisoners of War of this camp will undertake (under parole not to escape) a march of twenty kilometers per day to
the Swiss border where they will be interned for the duration of the war with Germany.
2. Food would be provided according to the German march
rations or one Red Cross parcel per man per 75 kilometers.
B. Parole March to New Location.
1. Pow's of this camp will undertake a march of twenty
kilometers per day to any location out of the military
target area more accessible to the Red Cross supplies
of food, clothing and medical equipment given the
proper tools and materials they will do what construction work is necessary.
2. Food will be supplied in accordance with A. 2 (above).
3. It is requested that a representative of the protective
power be permitted to visit this camp and confirm the
veracity of these statements.
(signed) Darr H. Alkire,
Col. United States Army Force
Senior American Officer”
...To be continued in next month’s issue.

Bud Long

FROM THE RG CHAIR

Fellow Mensans –

T

he time is getting closer for our RG and we are making progress. Joe Smith is finalizing the planning for the meals and
hospitality suites. Emmalyn Smith has found a DJ for our Costume
Party, and he is offering everyone a free Meringue lesson to get
things started. Val has the games well taken care of, and we have
confirmed two of our speakers. Art Belefant has also volunteered to
be available to talk about his two favorite subjects, Frankenstein
and toilets. These have been popular topics at some of our RG’s of
old. Please send in your registrations now if you have not already
done so. I believe it will be an exciting weekend for everyone. Also,
don’t be afraid to send me an email and volunteer to help out. We
can always use people. Thanks and I look forward to seeing everyone at the RG.
Thanks,
Bud
budlong@bellsouth.net

SCAM Treasurer’s Report
As of 7/31/2008:
Account
General Fund
Post Office Acct.
Reserve Fund
RG Fund

Balance
$765.14
53.79
2114.25
2260.00

Total Funds Available:
$5193.18
Deposits
Mensa Funding: $168.52
Interest Income
0.88
RG Income:
120.00
Withdrawals
Printing Costs
Postage

$142.89
56.33

—Bud Long, Treasurer
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FOR SCRABBLE® PLAYERS O====
NLY MOSTLY

Gary Russell

Rock and/or Roll
“Bart Sells His Soul,” an episode of the animated television series
The Simpsons, opens with Bart Simpson tricking a church’s parishioners into singing the pseudo-hymn “In the Garden of Eden,” which
is credited to I. Ron Butterfly; it is essentially the psychedelic “In-AGadda-Da-Vida” by the early heavy metal band Iron Butterfly. It
takes awhile, but eventually Reverend Lovejoy catches on: “Wait a
minute -- this sounds like rock and/or roll!” A comment like this
might make a player of SCRABBLE® crossword games wonder what
words containing ROCK could still be played if this were changed to
ROLL. The software program LeXpert makes it easy to discover that
there are nineteen such words.
ROCK and ROLL are both verbs with no tricky inflections (such
as final Es being removed), so four words on our ROCK/ROLL list are
ROCK, ROCKED, ROCKING, and ROCKS. The Official SCRABBLE® Players Dictionary, Fourth Edition (OSPD4) also defines
ROCKER as “a rocking chair” and ROLLER as “a rotating cylinder.” [Unless otherwise noted, all definitions are from OSPD4.] With
the plural ROCKERS, there are now six words on the list.
Five more entries involve attaching a prefix to ROCK. ANTIROCK means “opposed to rock music” and ANTIROLL means
“designed to reduce roll.” OUTROCK is defined as “to surpass in
rocking” and OUTROLL is defined as “to roll out”; since these are
both verbs, we can also add OUTROCKED, OUTROCKING, and
OUTROCKS to bring the list up to eleven entries.
The list contains compound words. BEDROCK is “the rock under
soil” and BEDROLL is “a portable roll of bedding.” ROCKAWAY is “a
light carriage” and ROLLAWAY is “a piece of furniture that can be
rolled away when not in use.” After incorporating BEDROCK, BEDROCKS, ROCKAWAY, and ROCKAWAYS, the list contains fifteen
words.
Perhaps the least familiar entries in the list are TROCK and its
inflections TROCKED, TROCKING, and TROCKS. TROCK is defined as “to troke” (TROKE means “to exchange”), and TROLL means
“to fish with a slowly trailing line.” The ROCK/ROLL list is now
complete.
Other word lists can be composed in a similar fashion but might
be quite short. The only words in which APPLE can be changed to
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 16)

4. Poor Lighting: Lighting of the barracks and aborts is
below standard for depot troops and no convenience
of accessibility is afforded between the hours of 2300
& 0600.
D. Hygiene in Camps. (part III Sect.II ChapII Art. 13)
1. Inadequate Bathing and Washing Facilities: It has
been planned but not executed in fact, to give showers to
POW once each two (2) weeks.
The shower officer reports that the Abwehr Dept. has interfered unnecessarily and better facilities are necessary in order to utilize the few facilities available. No laundry facilities, the lack of hot water, soap and space necessary for
washing and drying clothes, dishes and food containers
lead to infection and dysentery. Wash houses have not more
than two (2) water faucets and due to overcrowding means
that 400 to 500 men must depend on two (2) faucets.
2. Vermin: Rats, mice, lice, bedbugs and fleas are prevalent throughout the camps. Anti-vermin powders and disinfectant are too sporadic to be effective. The present disinfectant is too weak to destroy the vermin eggs and doubtful even that it liquidates living organisms indicative of
the filthy conditions. A blow torch is necessary for elimination of eggs.
3. No Cleaning Material: There are no cleaning materials
available for cleaning the barracks, kitchens and aborts,
clothing and the POW's. Soap is not available. Brushes,
mops, and brooms are non-existent. Disinfectant and antivermin powders are not issued. Fifty (50) rolls for 5,000
men for over one month has been the issue of toilet paper.
G. Entertainment and Recreation. (Part III Section II Chap IV Art
17)
1. Entertainment: Books are practically non-existent
and congestion of billeting in camp necessitates utilization of space originally and normally used as a
theater and chapel, for barracks. Intellectual and
spiritual welfare is suffering under almost insurmountable obstacles.
2. Recreation: General space for calisthenics or organized
athletics is not available. the total lack of facilities adds to
the mental and physical discontentment of all concerned.
(Continued on page 18)
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20TH MISSION

Continued

(Continued from page 6)

3. Communal Issues: Permission is requested to distribute
food from kitchens during an air raid in order that such
preparations as are possible, may be served warm.
4. Clothing Replacements and Repair Facilities: There is no
stock of clothing nor is there replacements of repair facilities provided as required of the detaining power. The majority of the men from the Sagan area with only the clothing
in which they stand. New Purges from the Italian Theater
are destitute. Clothing and shoes now being worn are rapidly wearing out. Booty overcoats and trousers are suggested.
C. Installation of Camps: (Part III Sect.II Art. 10)
1. Overcrowding of Barracks : At the present time there
is only 19 sq. ft. of floor space and 119 cu. ft. of air
space per man. In this minuscule area our men must
eat, sleep and live. This is a serious condition of overcrowding which may lead to epidemics such as cerebral-spinal meningitis, pneumonia, influenza, etc. aggravated by no heat, malnutrition and filth, as are the
present conditions apparently condoned by responsible
authorities
2. Lack of Heat: No coal is provided for the barracks and
a shortage in the communal kitchens. Present ration is
being used in seven kitchens. Two kitchens have been
closed and still only 180 kg. per day per kitchen is
available. This condition enhances the unhealthfulness
of the barracks. Dirtiness of food, utensils and containers and means cold or lukewarm foods are supplied to
the men. A minimum of 400 kg per day per kitchen is
required.
3. Shortage of Bedding: Many men do not have the depot
troop issue of Blankets. Many have no beds of any kind
and must sleep on the cold damp floors. At present
there are 1246 men sleeping on the floor in camps 5, 6,
and 7. Stuffing and pallets are vermin-ridden with no
replacements and no opportunity to clean those in use.
It is felt that no 'depot troops' of the detaining power
are subject to this treatment.

(Continued from page 8)

ORANGE are APPLE itself and the plural APPLES. However, changing LEMON to ORANGE in the words LEMON, LEMONADE, LEMONADES, LEMONS, and LEMONY produces words that are still acceptable (although ORANGEADE is too long to be defined in
OSPD4). Selecting short words that are opposites sometimes produces rather long lists. However, the BAD/GOOD list contains only
eight words: BAD, BADLY, BADMAN, BADMEN, BADNESS, BADNESSES, BADS, AND SUPERBAD. Summaries of some longer lists
follow.
FAR/NEAR (14 words) This list is not very long; my only reason for including it is because Bob and Ray created Mary Backstayge,
Noble Wife (a parody of Backstage Wife, in which the lead character’s
name was Mary Noble), which featured the House of Toast restaurant where one’s toast could be buttered on the NEARSIDE or the
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BLACK/WHITE (26 words) You are probably familiar with
BLACKSMITH, defined by WordNet® 3.0 as “a smith who shapes
and forges iron with a hammer and anvil,” but have you ever heard of
a WHITESMITH? It is defined by Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1)
as “a tinsmith.” And I had heard of WHITEFISH but not BLACKFISH; both are acceptable.
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words on the list end with UP or UPS (BREAKUP can be changed to
BREAKDOWN, CRACKUPS can be changed to CRACKDOWNS,
etc.). Again excluding UP and UPS, 81 words on the list begin with
UP (UPBEAT can be changed to DOWNBEAT, etc.).
IN/OUT (165 words) Since IN and OUT are opposites, other
pairs of opposites such as FADEIN/FADEOUT and INPUT/OUTPUT
are to be expected. There are also many words pairs for which IN and
OUT are just syllable fragments without specific meaning, such as
BIN, GIN, GRIN, PIN, SHIN, and TIN; they become BOUT, GOUT,
GROUT, POUT, SHOUT, and TOUT.
OVER/UNDER (293 words) There may be a longer list, but I
haven’t found one. A typical entry begins with OVER, and the UNDER counterpart has the opposite meaning (OVERCOOK/
UNDERCOOK, etc.). Also, GROOVER becomes GROUNDER, HOOVER becomes HOUNDER, and PLOVER becomes PLUNDER.
As you become familiar with the INs and OUTs of playing
SCRABBLE® crossword games, I hope you’ll experience more UPs
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES

A Mensan in the Workplace?

Welcome to SCAM:
Eric Rowley
Mailys Suncic

A

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
1st
2nd
7th
9th
10th
12th
13th

Wade Hollowell
George Patterson
Leah Simpson
Bradley Carlson
Kent Buchanan
Janet Mueck
Eric Swiechowski

15th
17th
17th
18th
22nd
27th
30th

Joseph Cittadini
Janice Axelrod
Michael Fuller
Sarah Okeson
Paul Siefert
Alan Ferguson
Jeremy Moore

Note: If your birthday is not listed, and you want it to be, please let us know.

ANNOUNCING A NEW SIG!

J

oin the Computer Science SIG. Any Computer Science topics from work or school are welcome. To join email Michael
Zielinski at mikez23@aol.com or compscisig@yahoogroups.com.

re you the Mensan at work? Do you work with other
Mensans...or...are you the only one? If the latter is true,
do your coworkers know you’re in Mensa? What about your
boss? What are your impressions and experiences at work?
Do you have a leadership position? Do you serve in any kind
of “support” (formal or informal) role? Does your status as a
Mensan have a positive or negative impact on your work relationships? Finally, if preparing a resume, would you include your Mensa membership as an item (or would you
state that you qualified to join Mensa)? Why or why not?
Let’s hear from you.

(Continued from page 14)

terward). I fret about attaining age without wisdom, losing the
desire to be spontaneous, and exercising restraint solely to prolong my sedentary existence for a few additional time units.
Dammitol (now available in New, Extra Strength suppositories!), although an old, fat, wrinkled, gray-hair looks back at me
from the mirror, I don’t feel old. I still have a youthful lust for life
and a desire to try new and exciting things. I dread the thought of
gradually becoming stoop-shouldered and stoop-brained and being satisfied just sitting on the stoop watching stoopidly as people
walk by.
On my hundredth birthday, I want to go sky diving, not look
for my false teeth before the great-grandkids come over to watch
me try to blow out a hundred candles.

SCRABBLE
(Continued from page 9)

than DOWNs.
Next month: Shall We Dance?
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But on this ride, there are no guarantees. I could just as easily be a vegetable in a nursing home as an eavesdropper listening
to my kids complain about “when will that old lech stop trying to
look down our friends’s dresses?”
Ya pays yer money, ya takes yer chance.

The george
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My Summer Vacation:

GROWING OLD

©2008 The George

I'm 62, and I'm absolutely terrified of growing old(er).

I

don’t mean the wearing out part that comes with chronological age, that’s already well under way. I ache in places I
didn’t even know I had before and my legs stiffen up if I sit in one
place for too long and I couldn’t run a mile if my life depended on
it. But that’s all to be expected, natural. Stuff gets old and doesn’t
work as well as it used to when it was new. I don’t like it, but I
don’t have a problem with it either.
What bothers me is mentally growing old. I know too many of
my elders who have slowed down and become a shadow of their
former selves. I have this vision of doing the “old man shuffle”
and reminiscing about Woodstock and prattling about twenty-five
cent gasoline where the kid cleaned your windshield and gave
you a steak knife for getting a fill-up.
I worry about when I’m going to stop playing air guitar when
I hear Santana’s Black Magic Woman/Gypsy Queen. I’m petrified
that some day I won’t want to ogle pretty girls any more. I’m inconsolable about the eventual prospect of not being able to sit
cross-legged on the floor (or, at least not being able to get up af(Continued on page 15)

SCAM Calendar of Events for September 2008
5th - Friday

7:00 PM

GAMES NIGHT

Come join us for your favorite games at Terry’s home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.
Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

7th - Sunday

10:30 AM

EXCOMM MEETING & POOL BRUNCH

Come join us for brunch and swimming at Terry’s home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.
Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

5th - Tuesday

6:00 PM

“MENSA-TABLE”

Tonight we are having dinner out at New Century Buffet, located in
Merritt Island.
Contact: Val, 626-8523, for details.

13th - Saturday

7:00 PM

GAMES NIGHT

Come join us for your favorite games at Terry’s home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.
Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

WHY AMERICA’S YOUTS DON’T TALK RIGHT

George Patterson
20th - Saturday

Sports commentary on ESPN:
He: Piersol would make up some ground after the first LENTH of
the pool. (Aside to co- anchor) Are you LENTH or LENGTH?

7:00 PM

GAMES & MIDDLE EASTERN SNACKS

Come join us for your favorite games and some Middle eastern snacks
as well.
Kitty is $3.
Contact: Wynn, 626-3670, for details and directions.

She: It’s LENGTH.
He: I like saying LENTH.
She: Well it’s incorrect.

27th - Saturday

He: OK. . . . Piersol wins . . . .

Join us for some sushi and tempura at The SCAM’s best attended
event at Miyako’s, 1411 S. Harbor City Blvd. (US#1) in Melbourne.

She: LENGTH!!
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S.N.O.R.T.

Contact: George Patterson, 777-3721.
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(Continued from page 6)

3. Communal Issues: Permission is requested to distribute
food from kitchens during an air raid in order that such
preparations as are possible, may be served warm.
4. Clothing Replacements and Repair Facilities: There is no
stock of clothing nor is there replacements of repair facilities provided as required of the detaining power. The majority of the men from the Sagan area with only the clothing
in which they stand. New Purges from the Italian Theater
are destitute. Clothing and shoes now being worn are rapidly wearing out. Booty overcoats and trousers are suggested.
C. Installation of Camps: (Part III Sect.II Art. 10)
1. Overcrowding of Barracks : At the present time there
is only 19 sq. ft. of floor space and 119 cu. ft. of air
space per man. In this minuscule area our men must
eat, sleep and live. This is a serious condition of overcrowding which may lead to epidemics such as cerebral-spinal meningitis, pneumonia, influenza, etc. aggravated by no heat, malnutrition and filth, as are the
present conditions apparently condoned by responsible
authorities
2. Lack of Heat: No coal is provided for the barracks and
a shortage in the communal kitchens. Present ration is
being used in seven kitchens. Two kitchens have been
closed and still only 180 kg. per day per kitchen is
available. This condition enhances the unhealthfulness
of the barracks. Dirtiness of food, utensils and containers and means cold or lukewarm foods are supplied to
the men. A minimum of 400 kg per day per kitchen is
required.
3. Shortage of Bedding: Many men do not have the depot
troop issue of Blankets. Many have no beds of any kind
and must sleep on the cold damp floors. At present
there are 1246 men sleeping on the floor in camps 5, 6,
and 7. Stuffing and pallets are vermin-ridden with no
replacements and no opportunity to clean those in use.
It is felt that no 'depot troops' of the detaining power
are subject to this treatment.

(Continued from page 8)

ORANGE are APPLE itself and the plural APPLES. However, changing LEMON to ORANGE in the words LEMON, LEMONADE, LEMONADES, LEMONS, and LEMONY produces words that are still acceptable (although ORANGEADE is too long to be defined in
OSPD4). Selecting short words that are opposites sometimes produces rather long lists. However, the BAD/GOOD list contains only
eight words: BAD, BADLY, BADMAN, BADMEN, BADNESS, BADNESSES, BADS, AND SUPERBAD. Summaries of some longer lists
follow.
FAR/NEAR (14 words) This list is not very long; my only reason for including it is because Bob and Ray created Mary Backstayge,
Noble Wife (a parody of Backstage Wife, in which the lead character’s
name was Mary Noble), which featured the House of Toast restaurant where one’s toast could be buttered on the NEARSIDE or the
FARSIDE.
BLACK/WHITE (26 words) You are probably familiar with
BLACKSMITH, defined by WordNet® 3.0 as “a smith who shapes
and forges iron with a hammer and anvil,” but have you ever heard of
a WHITESMITH? It is defined by Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1)
as “a tinsmith.” And I had heard of WHITEFISH but not BLACKFISH; both are acceptable.
UP/DOWN (122 words) Excluding the words UP and UPS, 39
words on the list end with UP or UPS (BREAKUP can be changed to
BREAKDOWN, CRACKUPS can be changed to CRACKDOWNS,
etc.). Again excluding UP and UPS, 81 words on the list begin with
UP (UPBEAT can be changed to DOWNBEAT, etc.).
IN/OUT (165 words) Since IN and OUT are opposites, other
pairs of opposites such as FADEIN/FADEOUT and INPUT/OUTPUT
are to be expected. There are also many words pairs for which IN and
OUT are just syllable fragments without specific meaning, such as
BIN, GIN, GRIN, PIN, SHIN, and TIN; they become BOUT, GOUT,
GROUT, POUT, SHOUT, and TOUT.
OVER/UNDER (293 words) There may be a longer list, but I
haven’t found one. A typical entry begins with OVER, and the UNDER counterpart has the opposite meaning (OVERCOOK/
UNDERCOOK, etc.). Also, GROOVER becomes GROUNDER, HOOVER becomes HOUNDER, and PLOVER becomes PLUNDER.
As you become familiar with the INs and OUTs of playing
SCRABBLE® crossword games, I hope you’ll experience more UPs
(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 17)
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FOR SCRABBLE® PLAYERS O====
NLY MOSTLY

Gary Russell

Rock and/or Roll
“Bart Sells His Soul,” an episode of the animated television series
The Simpsons, opens with Bart Simpson tricking a church’s parishioners into singing the pseudo-hymn “In the Garden of Eden,” which
is credited to I. Ron Butterfly; it is essentially the psychedelic “In-AGadda-Da-Vida” by the early heavy metal band Iron Butterfly. It
takes awhile, but eventually Reverend Lovejoy catches on: “Wait a
minute -- this sounds like rock and/or roll!” A comment like this
might make a player of SCRABBLE® crossword games wonder what
words containing ROCK could still be played if this were changed to
ROLL. The software program LeXpert makes it easy to discover that
there are nineteen such words.
ROCK and ROLL are both verbs with no tricky inflections (such
as final Es being removed), so four words on our ROCK/ROLL list are
ROCK, ROCKED, ROCKING, and ROCKS. The Official SCRABBLE® Players Dictionary, Fourth Edition (OSPD4) also defines
ROCKER as “a rocking chair” and ROLLER as “a rotating cylinder.” [Unless otherwise noted, all definitions are from OSPD4.] With
the plural ROCKERS, there are now six words on the list.
Five more entries involve attaching a prefix to ROCK. ANTIROCK means “opposed to rock music” and ANTIROLL means
“designed to reduce roll.” OUTROCK is defined as “to surpass in
rocking” and OUTROLL is defined as “to roll out”; since these are
both verbs, we can also add OUTROCKED, OUTROCKING, and
OUTROCKS to bring the list up to eleven entries.
The list contains compound words. BEDROCK is “the rock under
soil” and BEDROLL is “a portable roll of bedding.” ROCKAWAY is “a
light carriage” and ROLLAWAY is “a piece of furniture that can be
rolled away when not in use.” After incorporating BEDROCK, BEDROCKS, ROCKAWAY, and ROCKAWAYS, the list contains fifteen
words.
Perhaps the least familiar entries in the list are TROCK and its
inflections TROCKED, TROCKING, and TROCKS. TROCK is defined as “to troke” (TROKE means “to exchange”), and TROLL means
“to fish with a slowly trailing line.” The ROCK/ROLL list is now
complete.
Other word lists can be composed in a similar fashion but might
be quite short. The only words in which APPLE can be changed to
(Continued on page 9)
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4. Poor Lighting: Lighting of the barracks and aborts is
below standard for depot troops and no convenience
of accessibility is afforded between the hours of 2300
& 0600.
D. Hygiene in Camps. (part III Sect.II ChapII Art. 13)
1. Inadequate Bathing and Washing Facilities: It has
been planned but not executed in fact, to give showers to
POW once each two (2) weeks.
The shower officer reports that the Abwehr Dept. has interfered unnecessarily and better facilities are necessary in order to utilize the few facilities available. No laundry facilities, the lack of hot water, soap and space necessary for
washing and drying clothes, dishes and food containers
lead to infection and dysentery. Wash houses have not more
than two (2) water faucets and due to overcrowding means
that 400 to 500 men must depend on two (2) faucets.
2. Vermin: Rats, mice, lice, bedbugs and fleas are prevalent throughout the camps. Anti-vermin powders and disinfectant are too sporadic to be effective. The present disinfectant is too weak to destroy the vermin eggs and doubtful even that it liquidates living organisms indicative of
the filthy conditions. A blow torch is necessary for elimination of eggs.
3. No Cleaning Material: There are no cleaning materials
available for cleaning the barracks, kitchens and aborts,
clothing and the POW's. Soap is not available. Brushes,
mops, and brooms are non-existent. Disinfectant and antivermin powders are not issued. Fifty (50) rolls for 5,000
men for over one month has been the issue of toilet paper.
G. Entertainment and Recreation. (Part III Section II Chap IV Art
17)
1. Entertainment: Books are practically non-existent
and congestion of billeting in camp necessitates utilization of space originally and normally used as a
theater and chapel, for barracks. Intellectual and
spiritual welfare is suffering under almost insurmountable obstacles.
2. Recreation: General space for calisthenics or organized
athletics is not available. the total lack of facilities adds to
the mental and physical discontentment of all concerned.
(Continued on page 18)
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H. Canteen Supplies: (Part III Sect II Chap II Art 12)
1. Canteen inoperative: No provisions are available for purchase of articles such as razor and blades, soap,
toothbrushes, combs, matches, barber tools and mirrors.
These items are badly needed. 2. Authorities of the detaining power having announced their helplessness in alleviating these present deplorable circumstances due to transportation and material shortages.
The Senior American Officer suggests the following course of action subject to the approval of the German Reich, The United
States and the Protective Power (Switzerland):
A. Parole March and Internment.
1. Prisoners of War of this camp will undertake (under parole not to escape) a march of twenty kilometers per day to
the Swiss border where they will be interned for the duration of the war with Germany.
2. Food would be provided according to the German march
rations or one Red Cross parcel per man per 75 kilometers.
B. Parole March to New Location.
1. Pow's of this camp will undertake a march of twenty
kilometers per day to any location out of the military
target area more accessible to the Red Cross supplies
of food, clothing and medical equipment given the
proper tools and materials they will do what construction work is necessary.
2. Food will be supplied in accordance with A. 2 (above).
3. It is requested that a representative of the protective
power be permitted to visit this camp and confirm the
veracity of these statements.
(signed) Darr H. Alkire,
Col. United States Army Force
Senior American Officer”
...To be continued in next month’s issue.

Bud Long

FROM THE RG CHAIR

Fellow Mensans –

T

he time is getting closer for our RG and we are making progress. Joe Smith is finalizing the planning for the meals and
hospitality suites. Emmalyn Smith has found a DJ for our Costume
Party, and he is offering everyone a free Meringue lesson to get
things started. Val has the games well taken care of, and we have
confirmed two of our speakers. Art Belefant has also volunteered to
be available to talk about his two favorite subjects, Frankenstein
and toilets. These have been popular topics at some of our RG’s of
old. Please send in your registrations now if you have not already
done so. I believe it will be an exciting weekend for everyone. Also,
don’t be afraid to send me an email and volunteer to help out. We
can always use people. Thanks and I look forward to seeing everyone at the RG.
Thanks,
Bud
budlong@bellsouth.net

SCAM Treasurer’s Report
As of 7/31/2008:
Account
General Fund
Post Office Acct.
Reserve Fund
RG Fund

Balance
$765.14
53.79
2114.25
2260.00

Total Funds Available:
$5193.18
Deposits
Mensa Funding: $168.52
Interest Income
0.88
RG Income:
120.00
Withdrawals
Printing Costs
Postage

$142.89
56.33

—Bud Long, Treasurer
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From the Village Idiot:

(Continued from page 5)

To:The Kommandant, Stalag Luft III

VOTE NO!

©2008 Mike Moakley

O

28 February 1945
1.
Under the provisions of the International Convention
relating to the treatment of Prisons of War (POW) published at Geneva, Switzerland 27 July 1929 of which The U.S.A. and the German Reich are signatory powers, The Senior American Officer
(SAO) of Stalag Luft III, Niirnberg, Germany presents in writing
those basic requirements violated by the detaining power at this
camp citing its authority is contained in the Convention and by
subject. Violations are as follows:
A. P'sOW Camps: (Part III Sect. II Article 9)
1. Proximity of Military Targets: Stalag Luft III is within
approx. three (3) kilometers of a major railroad choke point
and marshaling yard. During the last two weeks the local
area has been bombed by heavy aerial main efforts with apparent attention to the railroad targets. The dispersion of
bombs, both day and night, has been close to this camp.
There no slit trenches or shelters which the POW are permitted to use during raids. Prisoners are kept in the overcrowded huts at the point of guns. The location of this camp
and local air raid precaution policy is unjust and untenable
and a protest of the strongest nature is hereby registered for
present and future consideration.
B. Food and Clothing: (Part III Sect. II Chap. I Articles 11 & 12)
I. Inadequate Diet: The present German ration to the
PO W according to medical opinion is less than that
required for basic metabolism and will inevitably lead
to loss of weight and starvation. Under the present unhygienic and unhealthful conditions resistance of the
men will become so lowered as to render them highly
susceptible to any disease.
2. German Issues: Dehydrated vegetables are consistently
wormy. No ersatz jams or honey is issued. As closely as can
be figured not more than twelve hundred and eighteen
(1218) calories per man per day, which is insufficient to
sustain existence for a protracted period. It is impossible
even with an inflated imagination, to consider the present
German issue as 'depot troop ration'.

ne of the aspects of the 2008 election cycle that seems conspicuous by its absence is any discussion involving nine proposed amendments to the Florida Constitution. Items like these, to
me, constitute the “fine print” involved in our elections. While for
this column, I will examine only a few of the proposals; I would encourage the voter to thoroughly familiarize himself with all nine of
the proposals.

Let us begin with Amendment #1: It is a proposal by the state
Legislature to amend Article I (Declaration of Rights), Section 2. The
current language of Section 2 reads as follows:
“All natural persons, female and male alike, are equal before the
law and have inalienable rights, among which are the right to enjoy
and defend life and liberty, to pursue happiness, to be rewarded for
industry, and to acquire, possess and protect property, except that the
ownership, inheritance and disposition of real property by aliens ineligible for citizenship may be regulated or prohibited by law. No person shall be deprived of any right because of race, religion, national
origin, or physical disability.”
Amendment #1 proposes removing the following from the above
Section: “…except that the ownership, inheritance and disposition of
real property by aliens ineligible for citizenship may be regulated or
prohibited by law.” I find it rather interesting, to say the least, to
guarantee property rights to people who have no right to even live
here.
This leads us to the question: Why? Could it be to encourage foreign investment in our state? Is it payback to Florida’s major real
estate firms to allow them to profit while the average Floridian is
adversely affected by foreclosures? One point here…Isn’t the Florida
Legislature supposed to represent Floridians (not foreign interests)?
No, I am not xenophobic, but I believe the state should not permanently waive its right to regulate such ownership when it is clearly
in the public interest to do so.
Now, let’s move to Amendment #2: This one has been proposed
by Florida4marriage.org, and is dubbed as tie “Florida Marriage
Protection Amendment”. The proposed text, to be a new Section in
Article I, is as follows:
“Inasmuch as marriage is the legal union of only one man and
(Continued on page 20)

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 19)

one woman as husband and wife, no other legal union that is treated
as marriage or the substantial equivalent thereof shall be valid or
recognized.”
How does this proposal “protect” marriage? The number one killer of marriage is divorce – how is that addressed? More important,
what ramifications will result if this amendment is passed? The
statement below, the first paragraph on the sponsor’s web page under “What We Stand For” should offer a clue:
“We believe that the institution of marriage serves both a personal
and a public purpose within our society. As such, our public policy
should promote healthy and strong marriages, rather than seek to
create new definitions of marriage that undermine the institution’s
role and which are not in the best interest of children.”
One can reasonably infer that they view marriage as a setting
for bringing children into the world. Reading on, the group unequivocally opposes same-sex marriages (or their equivalents) as
they do not produce offspring. What about other marital arrangements? Suppose two senior citizens marry – it is unlikely that union
will produce offspring. What about a couple where one or both have
been sterilized? While the amendment does not address these two
examples, it should now be obvious as to its true intent - to legally
discriminate against a portion of our population based on genetics
(sexual orientation is a genetic factor). It is indeed a cruel irony that
the amendment, if passed, will be part of the “Declaration of Rights
(?)”.
Finally, let’s examine Amendment #7: This one, believe it or not,
comes from the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission. This proposal amends Article I, Section 3. which currently reads as follows:
“Religious freedom. – There shall be no law respecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting or penalizing the free exercise
thereof. Religious freedom shall not justify practices inconsistent with
public morals, peace or safety. No revenue of the state or any political
subdivision or agency thereof shall ever be taken from the public
treasury directly or indirectly in aid of any church, sect, or religious
denomination or in aid of any sectarian institution.”
This Section would be amended by removing the following portion: “No revenue of the state or any political subdivision or agency
thereof shall ever be taken from the public treasury directly or indirectly in aid of any church, sect, or religious denomination or in aid
(Continued on page 21)
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LCL Joseph L. Cittadini, USAFR Ret.

Part Nine: NÜRNBURG Stalag XIII D

F

ood from the Red Cross and from the Germans was at a
minimum. The Red Cross trucks coming out of Switzerland
were unable to get through. The Germans had very little to give us.
The food supplied by the Germans was prepared for us in the
central kitchen by the American sergeants who elected to serve in
the commissioned officer POW camps. Once a day they brought a
large bucket of soup made of some kind of dehydrated green vegetable, perhaps cabbage, and we thought, maybe a soup bone. We certainly couldn't tell by the taste that it had any meat. We were given
about a cup of this concoction. The only protein we could detect was
the little white worms floating in the soup. The worms were kind of
discouraging but we consumed the slightly warm soup without looking at it too closely. The food value was negligible. Two or three
times during our stay in the Nürnburg camp we were given a ration
of process cheese wrapped in foil similar to the small triangles of
Swiss-type cheese available today. Unfortunately they were rancid
for the most part. We scraped away some of the decomposing green
parts and ate the small amounts that remained. Later we found out
that these process cheeses could be poisonous if the salmonella bacteria were present. Luckily the small amount that we ate and the
condition of the men that needed the food so badly was such that we
were not seriously affected. Other than these foods we received a
small ration of the German black bread. Incidentally, back in Sagan
the bread was delivered by a horse drawn wagon or a wood burning
open bodied truck about once a month. The loaves were stacked
neatly as one might transport fireplace wood. The loaves had a number cut into the dough prior to baking. We deduced that the number
indicated the month in which it was baked.
We were fortunate to have had officers in our camp whose medical education was interrupted by the war. Some were studying chiropractic and others were in conventional medicine. These men acted
as our medical officers. Their combined knowledge of nutrition gave
some authenticity to the report issued by Col. Alkire in a letter to
the German Kommandant which follows:

“Stalag Luft III Niirnburg-Langwasser Germany
Subject: Complaints respecting the conditions of captivity.
(Continued on page 6)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“The George” Responds...

I

n the August 2008 SCAM, Arthur Belefant wrote a letter to the
editor decrying that “any author who does not put his name on his
work is not qualified to be published.” This thinly-veiled harangue
against my use of “The George” as a nom de plume makes me very
happy that Mark Twain’s publishers didn’t have similar opinions.
And hows ‘bout movie stars? What about the classic films Spartacus,
starring Issur Danielovitch Demsky, North by Northwest, starring Archibald Alexander Leach, or even The Pajama Game, starring
America’s sweetheart, Doris Mary Ann Von Kappelhoff?
Look, Artie (can I call you Artie?), I don’t mean to get contentious with you. I’m merely pointing out that using a pseudonym
doesn’t necessarily imply that something nefarious is afoot. In my
case, I have published under the pen name “The George” before and
I just happen to like it. Besides, by the time any potential reader
sounds out L-E-B-O-V-I-T-Z, they are likely to fuggedabout reading
the subsequent article.
Actually, to be completely truthful with you, Artie (it’s okay if I
call you Artie, isn’t it, Artie?), my name isn’t even Lebovitz. It was
changed from L-E-B-O-V-I-C-S when we came through Ellis Island
from Czechoslovakia. As to why the clerk who changed it thought
the “tz” would be any easier than the “cs” will always remain a mystery to me. If he’d wanted to simplify things, couldn’t he just have
shortened it to “Lee?” Would have saved me untold hours repeating “L-E-B, as in boy, O-V, as in Victor, I-T-Z.” You have no idea.
Anyways, Artie (you’re sure you don’t mind if I call you Artie?), I
hope this clears things up for you a bit.

Continued

VOTE NO!
(Continued from page 20)

of any sectarian institution.” This text would be replaced with “An
individual or entity may not be barred from participating in any
public program because of religion.”
The obvious motive behind this amendment is to reinstate
vouchers to private schools currently held unconstitutional under
this Section. While amending this Section may represent a victory
for the Christian Right, it falls into that category “be careful what
you wish for…” Public funding could possibly be used to support
cults or terrorist groups, as these entities could not be barred from
participating because of religion. On a larger scale, there was a compelling reason for separating church and state; one only needs to observe those nations under religious control as examples of that rationale.
As for these amendments, the answer is readily apparent to me:
Vote NO!

Continued

ExCommunication
(Continued from page 23)

The meeting was adjourned at 5:50. Next meeting will be at Terry
Valek's house at 852 Gardener Rd., Rockledge (321-626-8523) on
Sunday, September 7, 2008 at 10:30 am. (Note change from the time
and place of recent meetings.)

George Lebovitz

glebovitz@cfl.rr.com

Continued

The Tenth Story
(Continued from page 22)

to volunteer for anything else. Just go and enjoy.
Maggie Truelove, RVC 10
3333 Honeysuckle Lane
Orlando, FL 32812
407-855-9078
rvc10@cfl.rr.com
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THE TENTH STORY

Maggie Truelove

T

here are several things Local Groups need. The first of
these needs is for a group of dedicated individuals who are
prepared to keep the group running. These are the members of
your ExComm (Executive Committee). They do an awful lot of
work for no pay, little recognition, and much aggravation. Often
what they get is a member complaining how "you people" should
do it this way or that way, rather than an offer to help accomplish a change or improvement. Another of these dedicated individuals, who may or may not be a member of your ExComm, is
the editor of the newsletter. The editor is the main line of communication to the members, and like the ExComm, does a lot of
work for no pay, little recognition, and much aggravation.
Please do join me in giving a pat on the back to those who are or
have been serving their local groups in this way.
Another thing the Local Group needs is money. This is for
publishing and mailing the newsletter, funding whatever projects
the group has, and incidentals. There are several sources for said
money. One is the portion of each member's dues which is sent to
the Local Group by the national office. Another source of money is
testing, as each person a proctor tests returns $15 to the local
group. Many but not all groups have regional gatherings, which
may or may not prove to be a source of income, but hopefully so.
Beyond that, some groups have fundraisers of various sorts, some
to benefit the general fund, some for special purposes like scholarships.
Another need of the Local Group is active members. Some of
these are needed to hold various offices, whether elected or appointed. A volunteer might be needed to make phone calls. A few
volunteers are needed once in a while to serve on the elections
committee. Some volunteers are needed to host occasional local
events for the group. (This can be as simple as hosting a lunch
get-together at a restaurant or as easy as making popcorn and
having people over to watch a movie.) Others are needed to write
for the newsletter. (Poetry? Columns? Short stories? The possibilities are endless!) The very largest need, and easiest thing to
do, is for active members to attend a local event. What an easy
thing to do, to simply enjoy the company of like-minded folks!
And best of all, you can attend something without being expected
(Continued on page 21)
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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legibly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector

Mike Moakley, Editor

H

appy Labor Day to all! While this occasion marks the inevitable closing of the summer season (but not the summer
heat and storms!), it is also a memorial day of sorts. It is in memory of those in the labor movement who have often sacrificed our
lives for the rights we working Americans often take for granted.
Over the last quarter-century, many of these rights have been
on the proverbial chopping-block as the people in charge see them
as “outmoded” and presenting an obstacle for the corporate community. It is too often these steps have been taken in the guise of
the attitude, “If you’re poor, it’s because you’re just too lazy.”
When you go out to eat, see if your waitress (who works for
half on minimum wage, plus tips) is really all that lazy. If you’re
having that dream home built to your specifications, is the fellow
laying the block really lazy (as a “1099 employee” he has no workers’ protections)? Something to think about while you enjoy your
backyard barbecue…

In The SCAM, there has been a little flap over whether the
use of pseudonyms when writing articles for these pages. This
seems to have been prompted by George Lebovitz’s series “My
Summer Vacation” where the author uses his nom de plume “The
George”.
Nothing in the publications policy prohibits the use of pseudonyms, and, be assured, I do know the identity of all those who are
published here. At this time, I do not see the need to change the
policies of The SCAM.

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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ExCommunication

August 6, 2008

Minutes of the ExComm Meeting:

The ExComm met at the home of George Patterson on Wednesday, August 6, 2008. Called to order at 5:38 pm by LocSec George
Patterson.
Members present: George Patterson, Terry Valek, Joe Smith, and
Bud Long. Karen Freiberg was unable to attend.
Welcome Guest: Anna Smith
Minutes for the June 4, 2008 meeting were approved as published
in the July 2008 SCAM.
Officer Reports:
LocSec: George reported that Helen Lee Moore had resigned from
the Audit Committee for personal reasons. She reported on testing. (see below) George's hope that one of our young Mensans
could serve as Gifted Child Coordinator was scotched by National, which requires an adult for the position. (presumably a liability problem, so common these days)
Testing: Helen Lee Moore (Proctor Coordinator), reporting on her
search for a new testing site, said she found a couple that were
free but unsuitable, and a couple that were suitable but too expensive. Any help on this matter from the ExComm would be appreciated. A number of candidates are signed up for testing at the
RG. More publicity for testing at the RG is needed.
Treasurer: Bud handed out the May Treasurers Report which
showed total funds of $5193.18, which included $2260.00 in the
RG fund.

808 Wisteria Dr., Melbourne, FL 777-3721
32901 952-8400

RG: Bud reported that 58 were signed up for the RG. George
added two more to the count.

editor@scam.us.mensa.org

New Business:

Webmaster
KAREN FREIBERG
633-1636

Calendar
DOUG STARKE
633-1636

Karen@Freiberg.com

Doug@Starke.com

MAGGIE TRUELOVE,
RVC10
3333 Honeysuckle Lane
Belle Isle, FL 32812
407-855-9078 RVC10@cfl.rr.

AMERICAN MENSA, LTD.
1229 Corporate Drive West
Arlington, TX 76006-6103
(817) 607-0060
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With the resignation of Helen, a third member of the Audit Committee was required and it was important to conduct an audit
promptly. Joe Smith volunteered for the position and was approved unanimously. In a brief discussion of the propriety of ExComm members serving on the Audit Committee, it was observed
that the Bylaws specifically forbid ExComm members serving on
the NomElCom and was silent on the subject of the Audit Committee, thereby implying it being acceptable.
(Continued on page 21)
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