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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legi-
bly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Mike Moakley, Editor

Inside the Pocket Protector

n some ways, this has been a somewhat quiet month for The
SCAM. For the first time, since I became Editor, I did not re-
ceive a column from Al Thomas, who normally writes on a weekly
basis on investment topics. Also, Charles Knight has been on va-

cation, but he promises me a September column.

In last month’s SCAM, “The George” Lebovitz, in his column,
“Is There Anybody Out There?”, laments the overall lack of re-
sponse to his regular columns. Lament no more, George; check
out the letters on the next page of this issue.

This brings us to another point. Each month, several opinion
pieces are published on a variety of topics. Not only are you en-
couraged to write an opinion on a topic of your choice, but you are
also encouraged to respond to any article that has been published
on these pages.

Just a reminder, the time is drawing near for our “Back in
Business RG” - October will be hare before you know it! Why not
register for the RG today! Since this event will be in our own
backyard, even with gasoline at $4 a gallon, travel should not be
overly expensive.

In the last couple of issues, I made the suggestion of carpool-
ing to some of our SCAM events. If you wish to set up a carpool,
or wish to join one, please contact our Calendar Coordinator.

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Comments on “The George”

“Mensa[‘s] . .. main purpose is to serve as a means of commu-
nication and assembly for its members.” So it says on the inside
of the front cover of MENSA BULLETIN.

We have one contributor to our SCAM magazine who does not
show a by-line for his articles. As communication is the “main pur-
pose” of MENSA, I believe that that is wrong. We can not properly
communicate with someone who hides behind anonymity any more
than could we converse comfortably with someone in assembly who
was wearing a mask.

You said, in private communication with me, that you know who
the author of the articles is and that you divulged his name once in
SCAM. That is not sufficient. Each article is separate and even if you
divulged his name once, how can you be sure that the hundreds of
your readers read that and that the information was retained?

I believe that your editorial policy should follow that of every ga-
zette that I am aware of, that you publish nothing anonymously,
unless such disclosure puts the author in danger. Desire to remain
unknown or fear of embarrassment is not sufficient.

As an author myself, I feel that any author who does not put his
name on his work is not qualified to be published.

I welcome comments from other members of SCAM on this mat-
ter, in messages to me or to our editor, but please give your name.

Arthur Belefant.
a.belefant@ieee.org

work with George “The George” Lebovitz, and I want to as-

sure everyone that he is as annoying in person as he is in print.
However, what does “The George” ex-
pect his readers to protest? His right to
express his opinions? The First Amend- '
ment? NOT A CHANCE!! 6

Rattle on, George. I don’t expect
you to be right, or even rational -- just
interesting.

A |
Stephen M. Schneider, Ph.D. (
\-—-

®
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20TH MISSION LCL Joseph L. Cittadini, USAFR Ret.

Part Eight: Leaving Sagan Enroute to Spremberg

It was dark and the soft wet snow was falling in earnest. The
night darkness was not intense because of the whiteness of the
snow. For the first few miles we had company slinking along the side
of the road in the small trees and bushes. The townspeople were
gathering the discards of the kriegies who found that they were car-
rying too much and were forced to lighten their loads. Cans of mar-
garine were the first to be dropped. Later other canned foods were
tossed along the side of the road.

The night was not severely cold and the exertion kept our bodies
warm. The ten-minute rest breaks became too frequent after two
hours of marching. The stops were welcome but to get our muscles
going after the breaks was becoming more difficult.

We were still marching at daybreak. About ten thirty A.M we
entered the small town of Freiwaldau. We were told that we would
take a four-hour break. It was cold enough for the snow to have
crusted over. Blankets were unrolled on the snow which had stopped
falling sometime during the night. As tired as 1 was I could not
sleep. The town's people were kind enough to bring hot water to us
so we could have some coffee and a bite to eat. At four thirty in the
afternoon we were ordered to get ready to move on. We rolled our
blankets which were damp from the snow. I was weary and feeling
not quite up to going on. Nevertheless we marched on into the dark-
ening day. About two ten minute stops later, I guess it was about
nine P.M; we were moving through a forested area. Trees on both
sides of the road. The snow that had fallen was planked down and a
bit icy. The cold and the fatigue added distance to the few miles we
had covered. Suddenly out of the darkness a terrible clatter and din
struck terror into our senses. As I lay in the deep snow near a large
tree about thirty feet from the road my heart was beating wildly.
There was mass confusion. Some of the kriegies thought we were un-
der a tank attack. Some thought that a low flying aircraft was in the
act of strafing our lines. It all happened in a very short minute. The
shouts of ‘camarada!! ‘Americanisha!l’, ‘prisoners of war!” were being
heard from the kriegies laying in the snow forty or fifty feet off both
sides of the narrow road. The clatter became louder then ceased
when the cause was in our midst. The guards who had joined us in
flight were back on the road urging us to get back on the road. The

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
guards had stopped a horse-driven farm wagon and was upbraiding
the boy who had lost control of his horse.

The boxcar that my friends and I were squeezed into left no room
for anything but a guard, his rifle and a oversize bucket. We had
some men that were weak from illness and dysentery. There was not
enough room in the car for all the sick to sit on the floor. We were
packed in so tightly that a person needing to use the bucket could
not make his way to it through the crowd. The bucket was passed
from hand to hand over the heads of the standing men to the unfor-
tunate guy who needed it. I can’t recall how we managed to sleep or
if indeed we did sleep. Nature, fortunately, has a way of blotting out
many of our most unpleasant memories. I do remember that late in
the afternoon the train was pulled into a/siding and we were allowed
about ten minutes to stretch our legs and seek a solitary moment to
relieve our burdened excretory organs in the field along side the
track. On third day we might have been given another ‘siding’ break
but my memory fails me on this item. I do remember that on one oc-
casion the excrement bucket being passed was near enough to me to
see that it was very close to being full and in danger of slopping over
the sides. Each time it was passed, angry growls came from the
kriegies cursing the pitiful Germans and their stinking freight car.
We were worse off in this car than any pig in a confined pigpen that
I had ever seen. I don’t recall if we had any fluid to drink during this
journey. Perhaps it was better not to eat or drink which would in-
crease the need for elimination. When we finally arrived at the
freight yards of Niirnberg we had been truly baptized in hell. After
we were settled in Stalag XIII-D, a broken down filthy, vermin in-
fested prison camp. I asked some of the kriegies who had made the
trip with us but in one of the other boxcars and learned that some of
the cars carried fifty kriegies and a guard. I am positive that we had
at least eighty in ours. C’est la guerre! Or as William Tecumseh
Sherman stated in an address at Michigan Military Academy in
1879:

“I am tired and sick of war. It is only those have neither fired a
shot nor heard the shrieks and groans of the wounded who cry aloud
for blood, more vengeance, more desolation. War is hell!”

It is the fat cats who send the brave youths out to die in order to
protect their money and power.

...To be continued in next month’s issue.
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Announcing
The 2008 SCAM
“Back m Business”
RG

After six long years of waiting, the Space Coast
Area Mensa 1s proud to present a
special Halloween themed RG tentatively
scheduled for the weekend of
October 24-26th. 2008 in

Cocoa Beach, Florida

Costume Party!!
To be held Saturday Oct 25th
Prizes awarded for most creative costumes
Games, programs, and of course, our famous
hospitality suites! Don’t miss it!
More details to follow in upcoming
SCAM newsletters
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FOR SCRABBLE® PLAYERS ONEY¥ MOSTLY Gary Russell

Oh, Really?

he introduction to The Official SCRABBLE® Players Diction-

ary, Fourth Edition (OSPD4) states: “Words that are not per-
missible in SCRABBLE® crossword games have not been included in
this dictionary.” It then continues with specifics.

“Proper names ... have been omitted.” Oh, really? Abigail is a
proper name; you'll recall Abigail Adams, the second First Lady (and
first Second Lady) of the United States. Brazil is a proper name; it is
the largest country in South America. Xerox is a proper name; in
fact, the Xerox Corporation protects its trademark diligently. How-
ever, there is more to the story. ABIGAIL is defined in OSPD4 s “a
lady’s maid”; BRAZIL is defined as “a dyewood” (although a Wikipe-
dia search for “dyewood” redirects to “brazilwood”); and, despite the
best efforts of the aforementioned global document management
company’s legal department, XEROX is defined as “to copy on a xero-
graphic copier.” Prior to studying OSPD4 I would have considered
JOSEPH and VERONICA to be proper names (also called proper
nouns), but JOSEPH is defined as “a woman’s long cloak” and VE-
RONICA is defined as “a handkerchief bearing the image of Christ’s
face.” Also, TED is a verb meaning “to spread for drying.” Some
OSPD4 entries that would seem to be proper names related to na-
tionality are EGYPTIAN (a typeface with squared serifs), GREEK
(something unintelligible), GERMAN (an elaborate dance), JAPAN
(to coat with a glossy, black lacquer), and SWISS (a cotton fabric).
You'll find states in OSPD4: ALASKA is defined as “a heavy fabric,”
COLORADO is defined as “of medium strength and color -- used of
cigars,” and TEXAS is defined as “the uppermost structure on a
steamboat.”

“Words requiring hyphens or apostrophes ... have been omitted.”
Oh, really? The majority of results of a Google search on NONRI-
GID (defined in OSPD4 as “not rigid”) seem to insert a hyphen to
form the word “non-rigid.” Likewise, the majority of results of a
Google search on ANTIAIR (directed against attacking aircraft)
seem to insert a hyphen to form the word “anti-air” with several re-
sults breaking it into the two-word term “anti air.” Does writing a
word without a hyphen prove that the hyphen was not required? Of
course, ITS is “the possessive form of the pronoun it” and not a con-
traction of “it is,” so the part about apostrophes is accurate.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

“Words considered foreign ... have been omitted.” Oh, really?
OSPD4 defines DACHA as “a Russian cottage,” MONSIEUR as “a
French title of courtesy for a man,” SIGNORA as “an Italian title of
courtesy for a married woman,” ZAIBATSU as “a powerful family
combine in Japan,” etc. OSPD4 allows ESPANOL (a native of
Spain), MANANA (tomorrow), and PINATA (a pottery jar used in a
Mexican game) despite the lack of any “N” tiles. Am I so wrong to
consider these words foreign? Maybe I should learn more about loan-
words. FRAULEIN is defined in OSPD4 as “a German governess,”
but there is no entry for FRAU* (hence the asterisk to show that it is
not permissible in SCRABBLE® crossword games).

“Abbreviations have been omitted.” Oh, really? Amit Chakra-
barti maintains an online list of acronyms and portmanteaux that
can be played. One of the entries is SCUBA (to swim underwater us-
ing a breathing device with compressed air), which is the acronym of
“self-contained underwater breathing apparatus.” The portmanteau
BINIT (a unit of computer information) is formed from the first
three letters of “binary” and the last two letters of “digit.” At least
SCUBA and BINIT are pronounced as they are spelled. SINH (a hy-
perbolic function of an angle) is often pronounced sinch or shine. I
have had no luck in finding the pronunciation of KBAR (defined in
OSPD4 as “a kilobar”), but I suspect it would be kay-bar rather than
as if you were saying the name “Akbar” without the initial vowel
sound.

If I really want to get worked up, I can think about LAOGAI (the
system of forced-labor camps in China) which comes from the Chi-
nese “laodong gaizao” (reform through labor), or even TOKAMAK (a
doughnut-shaped nuclear reactor) which comes from the Russian
“toroidal'naya kamera s aksial’'nym magnitnym polem” (toroidal
chamber with an axial magnetic field). No foreign words -- oh,
really? No abbreviations -- OH, REALLY??

Next month: ROCK and/or ROLL
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES

Welcome to SCAM and Mensa:

William Calderon
Melissa Ingram
Nicholas Hope

Welcome Back:
Robert Petrie

AUGUST BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

Znd James Vanaman
4th William Armstrong
5th Michael Lawley
11th Cypryan Klish III
13th Ronald Gaynor
15th Jeffrey Engel

15th William Lamoureaux
19th Ryan Gilmore

22nd Shirley Jones

26th Ronald Wallace

29th Chester Young

30th David MacMakin

Note: If your birthday is not listed, and you want it to be, please let us know.

¢
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SCAM Treasurer’s Report

As of 5/31/2008:

Account Balance
General Fund $733.23
Post Office Acct. 172.40
Reserve Fund 2113.37
RG Fund 1640.00

Total Funds Available:

$4659.00

Deposits
Mensa Funding: $172.48
Interest Income 0.45
RG Income: 700.00
NL Subscription: 10.00

Withdrawals
Printing Costs $150.31
Postage 54.80
RG Refund 40.00

—Bud Long, Treasurer




SCAM Calendar of Events for August 2008

1st - Friday  7:00 PM “APRIL FOOL’S” GAMES NIGHT

Come join us for your favorite games at Terry’s home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.

Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

3rd - Sunday 11:00 AM POOL BRUNCH

Come join us for brunch and swimming at Terry’s home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.

Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

5th - Tuesday 6:00 PM DINNER AT EL CHARRO

Tonight we are having dinner out at El Charro, located in Cocoa Vil-
lage.

Contact: Val, 626-8523, for details.

6th - Wednesday 6:30 PM EXCOMM MEETING

.This is our monthly business meeting. All members are always wel-
come to attend. Please note the change in the meeting time.

Contact: George, 777-3721, for details.

9th - Saturday 7:00 PM GAMES NIGHT

Come join us for your favorite games at Terry’s home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.

Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

30th - Saturday 6:00 PM S.N.O.RT.

Join us for some sushi and tempura at The SCAM’s best attended
event at Miyako’s, 1411 S. Harbor City Blvd. (US#1) in Melbourne.

Contact: George Patterson, 777-3721.
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